CAMELTA Research Responses (1): Successful experiences

Written responses received during October 2013 to February 2014 from CAMELTA members in relation to the following questionnaire prompt: 

1) Please tell the story of a recent successful experience in your teaching - what was successful and what made it successful, do you think? 

Respondent 1

Recently I used motivational assessment to move a group of slow learners in Form Four [UK year 10] to develop interest in English language. Because I  gave them exactly what I had taught and done in class as an exercise in a test. They were able to score good marks and now they believe in themselves and are participating actively in class.

Respondent 2

Recently, I taught a poetry lesson which was very successful. From the start, as I prepared the lesson, I wondered what I could do to pass the message in the poem to students. This poem was written in a complex language “Docks” by Dorothy Wellesley. I grappled with the lesson preparation until an idea of a picture came to mind. I decided I will introduce the poem and call my students to draw boats, canoes, big ship and all the locomotives of the sea as best as they could. This they did in all excitement. Seeing the entire chalkboard covered with boat, ships of all kind sand sizes, I kicked started reading the poem. Whatever we saw was present in the poem but was lacking on the board, the students, ‘my artists in class’ added on the board. At the end they hitherto considered difficult poem was clear in the minds of the learners. I felt very excited. It was as if I had been raised above the ordinary. 

I think what made it successful was the fact that there was active participation from all the students. We had a teaching aid – picture – which all contributed to draw. I equally discovered wonderful talents in my class. At the end of the lesson the students spontaneously gave me a classroom clap.

Respondent 3

The most successful experience in my teaching occurred during the 2012/2013 academic year, when I encouraged students of form 4 and 5 to venture into my journalism club. They had the urge to write and to read news articles during assembly time. What interested me about this behaviour is that the fear of committing errors , which used to be very much alive in them was diminishing. Consequently, many other students developed the courage to write bits and read to other classmates. This success came as a result of the teacher’s policy ,“no knowledge is useless.” “The most destructive weapon against student growth is fear.” People who consume from others without producing are always poor. Therefore produce in order to be rich.

Respondent 4

At the level of Upper Sixth[Year 14], I give group work tasks in which all group members must participate. The student who fails to take part in the exercise is automatically given a zero, since the marks from the exercise aresummed up and included in their sequential evaluation. It is successful because the learners share ideas concerning the demands of the question(s) before attempting an answer. The slow learners in each group are helped by the fast learners, thus making learning interesting.

Respondent 5

My lesson was on how to write an article for the newspaper and it was taught to terminale [final year of French medium secondary education] students of Lycee de Mengang. After the routine greetings I introduced the lesson. In the introduction, I asked the students who listened to the news that morning or the previous day and what it was all about? One of them told the class about three children who died at the chapel obili because their mother lit a charcoal pot, locked them in the house only to come back in the morning to find them dead. I went ahead to ask the students to give other sources of news apart from the radio and the answers were the internet, TV, newspapers. The topic was then written on the board; newspapers were distributed to the students on each desk. I asked them to look for an article of their choice and read to the hearing of everybody. Some articles were read and one of them was “woman caught stealing cassava”. This topic was used to teach the lesson. I had copied this on a spare board and it was placed in front of the class. The students looked at the article and were asked to identify the topic which they did. I told them that a topic in a newspaper article is known as the headline. The next task was for them to observe the head line and say how it was written. They could not come out with the answer –headline is written without the article.  To refresh their memories, they were asked to name the articles in English. We moved to the writer of the article which is known as the by line. This article was written in two paragraphs.

I went ahead to tell them that the first paragraph should provide answers to the five wh-questions; what, where, how, why so that if the article has to be censored , the first paragraph would have the full story: the second paragraph can continue to elaborate on the story. At the practice stage, students were shared in groups to write articles of their choices and they were given fifteen minutes to do so. At the end of this stage, various groups read their articles for comments and corrections to be made . At the evaluation, students were asked to write an article for the newspaper on the minister of secondary education’s visit to lycee de mengang on pieces of papers. Assignments were taken home for correction.

It was a successful lesson first because few of the students knew what articles and wh-questions were. When the question was asked for them to name them, they reminded their classmates. Most of the students were eager to read their articles to the hearing of everybody and some were even disgruntled when I did not call them up to read. The class was very active from the beginning to the end of the lesson.

Respondent 6

A reading comprehension: ‘The Beggar’ 

Warm up activities: spelling drill of some words to be seen in the passage.

Pre-reading activities: questions to trigger their reasoning and the things around them or situations they have ever witnessed with Beggars.

First reading: timing five minute. Last to get a cue of the passage

Second reading-with questions on the chart for them to answer since many had not text books. Written work all for twenty five minutes. Exchange of books for marking.

Evaluation: done through vocabulary teaching using cards with words and meaning to do marching excercises where student march words meaning. Later on teacher guides them into bringing out synonyms of this words. Next was the construction of sentences with the new vocabulary.

Task: students to write their own story of one page only.

What was successful: Students active participation and all of the activity to be written was done.

What made it suceesful: Maybe the visual teaching aids like picture of a beggar; questions on charts they could sit aleast to answer them; vocabulary exercise on cards

Respondent 7

A recent successful experience in my teaching is when I was teaching a lesson on Reading Comprehension titled “Accidents”

What was successful is the fact that students could list some causes of accidents and their consequences on society as well as the individual.

What made this lesson a success is the fact that students could identify themselves with some accident scenes. At the end of the day they were able to suggest ways to take precautions against accidents. How they walk along the road, when they board a bike they ask the rider to ride gently with care. With fire and sprains they had to really be careful. With this, I say the lesson was actually the most successful since students had either experienced an accident first hand or seen their parents, friends and relations suffer from accidents.

Respondent 8

The lesson was on thetopic of the family. It was a very successful lesson because there was role play. Learners could easily name and describe the relationships in the family because they were presented with charts which carry the family tree. It was also successful because students related these with their own family relations back at home. The focus here was on vocabulary. The francophone learners [of English] were able to identify these relations in English and to bring out the difference in the French language. For example, in English cousin is spelt and pronounced the same for both boys and girls but in French there is the distinction – cousin (male) cousine (female).

Respondent 9

About three weeks ago I taught a writing lesson: A Talk, to a Form Five class and was greatly satisfied with the outcome. The lesson began with the reading of a talk from a textbook owned by most of the students. It was an interesting passage about student behaviour on campus and the negative effects. Following the reading, I asked the students to compare the speech they wrote the previous week to the passage they have just listened to and pick out the difference between the two. Students came up with correct responses particularly as far as the format is concerned. I now came in to let them know that at the exam the title is not necessary. Then, I gave notes so that they could study at home. At the practice stage, the students were asked to read a passage and select relevant material only. At this stage, they were allowed to discuss with mates and share notes. At the end, I asked them to develop the material into a written speech individually. At this stage, there was total silence as they worked individually. I marked the work of fast learners and asked the others to bring their exercise books the following day for marking. It is after this exercise that I concluded that the students had assimilated the lesson. In addition to this, some students came up during break with questions where they did not understand. Moreover, I tested them much later in the year on this same topic and they did well in the test. In my opinion, what made the lesson successful include: positive reinforcement; task repetition; the practical part of the lesson; the fact that the students discovered the format and the difference between a speech and a talk for themselves.

Respondent 10

From the outset, it was quite an arduous task facing a class of about 200 students for the first time. There was the atmosphere of lousiness with me shouting “stop noise”, “sit down”, “come here”, “go out”, kneel” etc. Strategically, I arrived at assigning each student a number meant for identification. These, I used to ask them questions during lessons, given that a student never knows when the teacher will surprisingly call his/her number to answer a question, all stayed focused and very alert during the lessons. In fact attention and participation was guarenteed.

Respondent 11

As a novice teacher, I am yet to come to any successful experience as far as the profession is concerned. But the cordial relationship I have with the learners is something worth mentioning. This has positively influenced  the teaching/learning process. In my classroom, I always see enthusiasm on the part of my learners as a result of this.

Respondent 12

My recent successful experience is the 2012/2013 official examinations where the pupils scored 100% in both the First School Leaving Certificate and the Common Entrance Examination. What made this successful was the good teaching method used and didactic materials[teaching aids]

Respondent 13

I was teaching EAP to a group of Maths and Physics undergraduate students. The exercise was an exposé on various global issues. Students had to pick out topics written on pieces of paper to prepare on. One student picked the topic “the MDGs.” He had no idea what the “MDGs” were and asked me to explain. I in turn asked the class if anyone knew what the “MDGs” were. No one owned up and I asked the student concerned to google it up. I was pleasantly surprised that he had one of the best presentations from which I learnt a lot. I think the success came from the fact that the activity was learner centred and the student had the autonomy to take charge of his own learning.

Respondent 14

I had a successful experience in teaching when I discovered a book on sound and word building produced by one of my colleagues for primary schools at different levels. The book guided me on what to teach at different levels but because I met the children in a terrible stage already in primary five who could not even identify the sounds of the letters of alphabet. I decided to go back and re-teach sounds that were covered in primary one and two very quickly. With a focus on phonics method they could read and spell three letter words by the end of the first term. I think the use of concrete objects during my lesson help me to facilitate spelling and reading exercises in the classroom. 

Respondent 15

The teaching of reading in level 2 through the introduction of the 26 letters of the alphabet, analysis of their sounds, combined consonants and vowels to form words and pronounce them correctly.
Respondent 16

The most recent successful experience I had when teaching was on 24th October, 2013. This was in a sound and word building lesson; when I was teaching ‘ie’, ‘ei’ and ‘ea’ sounds. From the beginning the lesson was seemingly not working because the pupils did not seem to understand anything. But with continuous drilling using a chart having words with the sounds above, the pupils picked up and were able to pronounce and also provide a list of as many words as possible with each of the sounds. The exercise ended with a spelling drill whereby 42 out of the 56 pupils scored at least 5/10. The highest child had 8/10 which had never happened before. The lesson was a success because of continuous drilling and the chart.

Respondent 17

An experience that I had in my teaching was witnessed when I took a considerable time to teach them reading, using the sounds and syllable drill. I discovered that the pupils could read any word presented to them. This was really a successful experience in my teaching. What made it successful was because I took a lot of time to explain and worked at the pace of the learners allowing them with varying activities to explore.

Respondent 18

A recent successful experience in my teaching is when I successfully taught a French lesson to the pupils of Class Six. This lesson was successful because of its nature as a Second Language, both the learners and the teacher were doubting. It was successful because of the proper preparation. This could be visible in the material like sketch drawings which I introduced and it caught the pupils’ attention. Surely this led to the success of the lesson because they each were actively participating in the lesson than such previous lessons.

Respondent 19

My lesson was on reading comprehension: “Drug Abuse.” The lesson was dramatised, then we read the passage and answered the questions. It was successful because all pupils answered questions giving negative and positive effects of drugs.

Respondent 20

The most successful experience I registered recently as an English and Literature teacher  was in the XXX Region where I sent in 18 students for Literature for the GCE Advanced Levels exams and 17 students were successful. This great success resulted from the fact that most often than not, I gave my students work to do in groups at home and to present their work in class. Their mates appreciated or criticised their group presentations and so tried to work harder than the former group during their own presentations. This kept all the students very busy as each group worked very hard in order to present better than their mates. Each group worked on a different literary aspect thus this was an integrated approach to learning. I realised that team work paid off wonderfully as slow learners learnt better from their peers than from their teachers.

Respondent 21

No response
Respondent 22

I taught a form two [year 8] lesson on national symbols (flag, seal, reunification monument). The students understood the meaning of ‘symbol’ in history, literature and other subjects. Students were asked to draw the Cameroon flag, colour it and give meanings of the colours. This was well done as they did a lot of research. At the end the students could write short poems involving the three symbols. Some also wrote praise songs – of patriotism.

Respondent 23

Recently in GHS XXX where I taught before being transferred to GBHS YYY, I met a student whom I was told was repeating the GCE Ordinary Level for the third time. So I began thinking of ways I would help the student to realise his dream of passing the GCE. I then decided that I will make him my best student I always gave him my notes to dictate to his classmates, lent him my own textbooks and past questions. Shared the class into groups and made him the leader of his own group, meaning all presentations were to be done by him. These, I pleaded with most of my colleagues to do the same. 

Shortly within three months this student began performing better so much so that other students even contacted him for help. He himself realised that he was the best student in the class after the first term results. I encouraged him further by completing his fees which he struggled to pay himself since the parents had abandoned him because of his failure. 

During the mock exam this boy passed in four papers out of the eight he had registered, drawing the attention of the principal to the situation, the boy had a handshake and an encouragement from my boss. This also spurred the student to work extra hard. The first fruits of which were the six papers he passed last year in the GCE O. Level failing only French and Maths.

Thus I myself realised the value of motivation and encouraging learner autonomy in the teaching learning process. This student even decided to follow me as he heard I was transferred to Bamenda and is currently enrolled in XXXX under my care.

Respondent 24

The most successful experience in my teaching is when I decided to teach characterisation (through role play), style and themes in the text Son of the Native Soil through group work. My class is made up of about 100 students so I divided the class into 4 groups and asked each group to do a complete analysis of the text i.e. character traits, role play, themes and style. This was successful because in one week group work performed the task and in the next week presentations were given in a two hour class. We compared and contrasted content of the different presentations and drew conclusions by bringing together different ideas generated by each group. This was successful because if I had to teach all these aspects, I would have taken about four weeks. Also the students participated well and it made it easier for me to manage my large class. Also syllabus coverage was faster.

Respondent 25

The most successful lesson that really made me enjoy my profession was a literature lesson on George Orwell’s Animal Farm. Previously, I had asked my learners to brainstorm on the importance of literature. One of the points they gave was that literature enables us to develop a critical mind, have a broad view of society and apply this to the text. So when it came to the stage of application, learners could identify personalities in our society that could be likened to main characters like Old Major, Napoleon and Snowball. Issues like corruption, dictatorship, etc were aptly applied to our everyday experience. It was a very lively, interactive and convivial atmosphere.

Respondent 26

Text construction in Lower Sixth form. Students were given a task to work in groups and bring in their findings. They were to come out with problems that lead to their own poor performances in school and suggest ways these could be remedied. They listed problems caused by school authorities, teachers, parents, students themselves and the environment. Their proposed solutions were so wonderful that, the texts they reconstructed are kept as a reference to improve the teaching/learning process i the school. Fortunately for us, CRTV Bamenda [local state television] was around, and excerpts of the lesson went on the air and we have received a lot of encouragement from colleagues.

Respondent 27

Recently, I successfully taught Form Four students the notion of a verb. 

What was successful: I started by putting up a short paragraph on the board and called on learners to go to the board and underline verbs in all the sentences. Different learners went up to the board and carried out the task. They underlined words such as play, jump, sit down, eat, kill, cook, etc. But failed to underline imagine, think, and rest. When I insisted that there were still some verbs that were not yet underlined, one student went up and, with a lot of doubt on the face, reluctantly underlined rest. The rest of the class burst out with “No sir, no sir,” jeering at their mate. When I called on one student to say why ‘rest’ was wrong, she answered by defining a verb as an action word, adding that there is no action in the word ‘rest.’ The rest of the class approved of this student’s answer. I was happy. I rewarded this student with a plus one (+1) for defining a verb. Then I turned to the nearly discouraged student and asked why she underlined ‘rest’ as a verb. Her answer was that not all verbs show action. I was very proud of the student and asked the class to clap for her and then I rewarded her with plus 2 (+2). Having done this, I went ahead to demonstrate with the verb ‘sit down,’ which the learners had earlier underlined as a verb. I instructed them to fold their arms while seated and asked them what they were doing. One said: “We are sitting down.” “Good.” I said and asked if they were doing any action as they were seated. The entire class said “No sir.” Then I asked again if sitting down is a verb. They answered in the positive and some started nodding their heads. I called one of those who nodded to stand and say why he nodded. His answer was that some verbs show action and some do not. “Very good” I said. This was the climax of the lesson. I then asked the class to sit freely and then name some verbs that do not reveal action. Verbs such as sleep, pass my exams, read, see, am, are, was, etc were listed. I put the verbs on the board in two columns: (A) Action and (B) State or no action. 

What made it successful: Having done the above, I called on another student to define a verb. She stood up and said “a verb is a doing word.” To this, Edmond (fondly called Baligham) shouted out: “That is a Form One definition” and then most of the students added “yes, yes.” I then asked them to copy the words under the respective columns and then write the following definition: “a verb is a word that denotes/talk about action or a state.” From the reaction of the students as shown in the limited definition I understood that I had attained the objective of the lesson. For, not only did the learners actively participate in the lesson, but also they recognised the limitation in the very definition of a verb as “only an action or doing word,” identified,  name/list other verbs that have nothing to do with ‘action’ and ‘doing.’ This was an indication that the lesson was successful, especially as a change in behaviour was visibly observed.

Respondent 28

A literature in English lesson in Form 4, well prepared and with demonstrations and use of the environment as teaching aids. The enthusiasm of the kids and the positive feedback from them gave me the satisfaction that I taught well.

Respondent 29

A grammar lesson on the use of the simple present tense. At the end of the lesson, the students used the notions learnt to make good use of the simple present tense (to talk about things that happen regularly, to talk about abilities and to talk about universal truths). I think it was a successful lesson because at the end and even days after, the students could make good use of the simple present tense.

Respondent 30

A little increase at the level of students’ marks after a second evaluation. After discovering that the level of my francophone students was very low in English, I decided to use signs and gestures while explaining and sometimes to sum up the lesson in French language at the end of the period.

Respondent 31

A language lesson in Form 1 based on communicating at the market place. We discussed its importance and asked students to bring varieties of products that can be found in a market place because their other (francophone) teachers had been invited to our market place for some shopping. That very day, we came earlier to class and prepared students with the appropriate vocabulary and it was a fantastic experience. These francophone teachers learned a lot of new words in english from the students and students were highly motivated to attend English classes.

Respondent 32

During a vocabulary lesson especially on word formation, students were making noise. But when I pronounced the words ‘embezzle’ and ‘embezzler’, they laughed at the pronunciation and tried to get the meaning of the words.

Respondent 33
A recent successful experience I had was with the peer work method of teaching. I have a class of premiere students who are more than 80 in number, it hasn’t been easy to teach this class, but with peer work method of teaching, I think I have been successful. I taught a lesson on reading comprehension and it was a real success. The class was divided into six groups and all the students tried to participate since I also promise to reward the group that will come out the first.

Respondent 34
No Response

Respondent 35
No response
Respondent 36
A pupil newly admitted into the school this academic year. He really could not write, but with constant follow up of this child by me (teacher) he has greatly improved and as I write, he can identify the 2nd lines (red and blue lines) can even write numbers from 1-20.

Respondent 37
Over the years I have had cases of learners who can  neither read nor write but as time went on, I organize follow up classes for this slow learners and at the end of the academic year, they began to read and write eve more than the smart ones.

Respondent 38
What I experienced recently is that the slow learners in my class had problems in reading. But the more effort I put the more they learned. All of a sudden I realized that they can read and pronounced words very well.

Respondent 39 

I have been teaching for two years now after living GTTC [training college for primary teachers] precisely in the nursery school. A recent successful experience that I ever taught was in September to mid-October as the academic year started; I started with 42 kids most of whom where under ages, due to this under ages I almost felt defeated because the kids were very much younger than the previous ones. When am teaching everybody will be crying so I felt like I was not going to cope but as God does things with the knowledge I had to train and instruct children, I change my styles in any of my lessons and as am talking now this kids turn out to be the best kids so far as per their respond to instructions

Respondent 40
My recent successful experience was when I taught the subject verb agreement. The lesson was quite successful because I drew the verb diagram on the board and made the students perform certain actions. When I asked the question what is a verb?  The answer was a verb is an action word in a sentence. I made a sentence: I am in the classroom and asked the students to underline the verb. Many of them did not know the verb but a few underlined ‘am’. I asked another question whether ‘am’ is an action word. The answer was no. so I made them know that a verb is both an action word and a word in a state of being. I listed all the forms of verb to be on the board and drilled them on them with sentences. I later went back to what a subject is and how it has to agree with the verb the persons and tense. The lesson was quite interesting and the students were happy. I was happier because I knew I had succeeded when I evaluated them orally and their responses were promising

Respondent 41
The recent successful experience was a lesson of picture talk, whereby I presented a drawing on a chart and asked the pupils to describe and interpret the picture. They followed my instructions well ad answered the questions corrected. What made it successful again was that I used the pupils to play the different roles that were found on the chart. So this made them understand the lesson best because children learn best by doing things themselves.

Respondent 42
After a meeting with other colleagues, we talked about teaching without a text book. In a story telling class I read a story to the class “how the tortoise defeated two giants”. It was a primary six story read to form three students. I left out the end and asked the students to write out the story and give it an appropriate end. They came up with beautiful ends. I have used their stories for many different purposes like comprehension, vocabulary and grammar etc. I learned this from Mr XXX who says he learnt it from CAMELTA in Yaounde. Now I can teach with no text books.

Respondent 43
No Response

Respondent 44
I administered a test and most of the students had above average. I believe this happened because I make my classes lively by having the students contribute and answer or ask a questions as I teach.

Respondent 45
I administered a test and most of the students had above average. I believe this happened because I make my classes lively by having the students contribute and answer or ask a questions as I teach.

Respondent 46
I was given form five last year for the first time to teach. I did not even know what the syllabus entails. I was fresh from school. My HOD said every trained teacher should teach any class. I took the challenge I taught mainly essay writing. When results came out we made 67%. It was the best result the school has made in five years in English. I learned that anyone can be good at anything if only they want. I studied and taught at the same time and succeeded. 

Respondent 47
A class was divided into three groups. Group A had to write on introduction, group B on body while group C conclusion. The topic was thus “A fight I witnessed” surprisingly the students wrote the story and it tied as though it was written by one student.

Respondent 48
No response

Respondent 49
The teaching of most lessons is successful because most pupils have their textbooks. I have also succeeded in sound and word building (three letter words). It has been successful because the pupils have mastered all the sounds of the alphabet.

Respondent 50
My teaching experience was successful because since I am from a well-trained institution I put my training in to practice. Also because I learn from other colleagues, when I encounter some difficulties in teaching a particular topic or lesson. Also it was also easy since it was my first experience. Above that my class was too populated and at times I will develop head ache. But thank the almighty God, my colleagues and my enormous effort which enabled me go through the academic year 2012 -2013.

Respondent 51
Students learning how to identify most stylistic devices and bringing out to themes and character traits. Also the effectiveness of some devices.

Respondent 52
Through short daily stories. Through recitations and poems, through sons, group reading and group work.

Respondent 53
One was teaching oral tales. Asked students to memories stories in their simplest language. Then asked them to narrate in English later, I asked them to write down all the people in the story and told them that in literature, they are called characters. Then I told them to write their stories, then how is that written form different from the oral form, they said in the course of narrating you may forget some issues, if the person who knows the story dies her will without telling any one of its that will be the end, so this made the learners understand oral tales and its importance and weakness. What made this lesson successful was the fact that they started freely in their mother tongue or the simplest language they knew, then English, which I think by now they were  doing it the second time. That intuitive idea pushed them to struggle to interpret and even regretted that if those who had such ideas die, they will die along with the ideas, if they had not told anyone their stories. So it is good to document it

Respondent 54
In form two, using the C.B.A [Competency Based Approach] where teaching/learning is student centred, I give the learners the opportunity to relate the lesson to real life situation and the feedback was wonderful. Students could mimic a market scène an encounter with a health professional talk about youth obsession, and how it can affect them negatively. Being able to express opinion and emotions in given situation. It was indeed a success.

Respondent 55
I do award extra marks to students who participate during lessons. This strategy has caused almost every student to participate during my lessons. 

Respondent 56
There was a success in a lesson at the last period when students are always fidgeting to go. This was due to the fact that extra marks awarded to all who participated that is answering of questions.

Respondent 57
A successful experience in my teaching is during my teaching practice. The topic that day was prepositions. My R.P.I [Regional pedagogic inspector] had to come that day in class. After asking them series of questions like. Where is my bag, they responded that my bag was on the table, I asked another question that it made them to answer using all the prepositions. So I then asked them that who can tell me what these words are? They gave me their own ideas and at the end I introduced the lesson to them. With the inspector in class, I was so surprise that these students participated as if they had done it elsewhere I was teaching form one for that matter and it was still first term. So it was successful in that the way the students participated in the class it was so amazing. I have them exercises and they were able to crush it after the class my inspector congratulated me for my class was so excited.

Respondent 58
English language lesson to students of form two. I divided the students into groups and assigned them to write dialogues on different real life situations. E.g. the doctor and patient, the teacher and colleague, the passenger and the driver and the seller and buyer etc. it was a successful experience as the students came out with exciting dialogue in each group and each group acted their dialogue in front of the class.

Respondent 59
No response 

Respondent 60
My most recent successful experience was in 5e [French medium Year 8]. It was a speaking exercise in which the students told the others in groups how they spent their weekend. It was very successful because the class is very small and there is one to one interaction. The students are also very active and express themselves freely,

Respondent 61
In a literature lesson, I wrote down some characters on the boar and told the students to copy in their exercise books. Then, told them to go home and read the section of the chapter where they found and then: a) say who the characters are, b) what they say. c) Write down the characters traits of the characters, d) compare and contrast the characters, e) say which characters they admired and why, Most of the students came out with the correct answers and this was because they were given the freedom to do it alone or with two or more friends.

Respondent 62
Teaching of drama text Antony and Cleopatra to lower sixth students of XXX. A guy brought the CDs of this text and advertised in school. I later encouraged my students to buy of which they did. Before I introduce a scene, I ask my students to watch the video at home before the lesson (since drama is meant to be acted). When they come to class for the lesson, I discover that their level of understanding becomes much easier.  The audio visual technique is therefore seen to be very successful as far as the teaching of drama is concerned.

Respondent 63
In English language, a successful teaching experience writing. That is descriptive essay. We started with describing location of our homes from school. About five students did that correctly as I constantly corrected their English orally. Then I gave I gave an assignment for them to describe their mother. The next day the assignment was corrected and works like black I corrected to be dark in complexion making them to know that people are not black (colour of things). People are dark, fairs, not yellow, short tall slim not tin etc.  They corrected these in the active exercise in class when I ask them to describe the best teacher in the school. This was very successful as more than 80 students did the exercise excellently. I think the assignment and constant repetition of corrections listed above contributed to success of the lesson.

Respondent 64
No response
Respondent 65

I am just coming into the field and a significant success I have made of recent is that, my students could answer my test question thereby, showing prove that the lessons were understood. That alone brought so much joy to me as a teacher, a point of focus were my upper sixth arts students. 
Respondent 66
The teaching of oral literature by story telling a story that is familiar to them, this creates excitement in class, there was active participation of students and they could quickly grasps aspects of plot, theme, setting and some figures of speech.

Respondent 67
I have taught for a good number of years both ordinary and advance levels students and believe I have acquired an up to date experience. I was teaching form five close to the end of last year, I was teaching Shakespeare Julius Caesar, and when I got to how Brutus stabs his best friend last, a student burst in to tears. I compared it with day to day betrayal. I was successful because the emotion of the students was touched.

Respondent 68
No response

Respondent 69
I recently taught a lesson on listening to match description to diagram. This was one lesson that I really planned; I got very beautiful and colourful pictures from a magazine to match description I the listening passage. The students fell in love with the pictures and immediately they felt comfortable in their groups and the lesson was a great success. I felt good. From then on I paid special attention to preparing my lesson in a manner that would captivate my students and ease learning.

Respondent 70
I taught a lesson on speaking; why students fail in the exams. It was successful in the sense that every student had something to say because the topic was directly about them.

Respondent 71
Using a song ad tapping the bench or stamping of the floor with the legs when teaching CONJUNCTIONS to my form four students using acronym: FANBOYS f=for for, A= for and, N=for nor/neither, B= for but/ because, O= for or, Y= for yet and S= for so. for, and nor, neither, but because, or yet so. It was successful since the students easily sand and enjoyed the rhythm of the song and so also learn the commonest/simple conjunctions within a very short time. I made it lively by timing and singing the song.

Respondent 72
My students are more creative than I thought, my teaching of oral literature in form one, has made me to discover that students are very creative. What was successful is that I introduced them to a lullaby and they came up with many lullabies, carrying different messages but well focused to lull a child to sleep. To begin with, I told students, I came late because my child disturbs a lot and when I inquired whether they have children where they live, many hands were up, and in fact, I asked them to tell me what they use to do when their mothers’ babies are crying. Behold, I was very satisfied with the many responses. Feeding the babies changing the napkin, giving the baby water and them singing for the baby. The various songs were now sung and I came up with a lengthy collection of lullabies. From these, the various past experiences and what we find around us today, made the class very successful.

Respondent 73
My recent successful experience in my teaching was paragraph development in from three. The students understood what a paragraph is, what it contains and its functions. What made it successful was the use of their long holiday experience. I gave them time to talk about what happened and what they did during the holiday. These were listed on the blackboard. After reading the list, students were given two minutes to select one item from the list and talk on it in about four to seven sentences. After may had taken turns, they were asked to write down what they prepared on the chosen item in their books. In the next lesson the work of some students was read to the class ad this paved the way for the introduction and explanation of what a paragraph is and its structure and function. From then the students can develop paragraphs on other topics taking into consideration the topic sentence, supporting sentences and other requirements of a paragraph.

Respondent 74
The lesson was compound nouns. Class participation was go as every student wanted to give his/her didactic materials. I took some objects to class and asked the students how those objects are called, then I told them that to form compound nouns suing those objects and asked them to form some compound nouns from those objects, they also name some compound nouns they know.

Respondent 75
Parts of speech-verb=action verbs and linking verbs. It was successful because of demonstrative activities and illustrations.

Respondent 76
I always had difficulties with students understanding essay writing. They could not give points to build up an essay. I decided to use charts with drawings for them to observe and bring out ideas. E.g. chart of a man who had an accident. From the chart they were able to describe the chart and when I asked what could be the cause of the accident they provided many ideas that could build a full essay.

Respondent 77
My recent successful experience in teaching dwells on one of my directed writing lesson on informal letter. With the form four students of my school in G.H.S. XXX. On Wednesday the 25th of September, 2013. The lesson was very interesting and lively. In the warm up stage, I asked the students to make a list of the new and old method of sending information or messages to loved ones and relative within and without. Some examples they gave were drums, middleman, echoes, witchcraft, phones, letters, internet etc. during the lesson, I write a sample format on the board, paying attention to grammar, spelling, handwriting, punctuation etc. I drilled the structure. With emphasis on nouns (names) address, date, body (which contains thee seven relevant points to be linked convincingly. At the practice stage. I arranged the students in four groups of nine each. Tasks I asked them to make a list with the question. Why students fail in class and public examination and later write a letter to a friend why students fail. The success was that the students could link the points with some connectives in the second part of the exercise which entails writing a letter to a friend. Three quarters of the students could write effectively. What contributed to the success was the class size. It was a small class of 36 students. I could move around, observe their work and assist those with poor hand writing, wrong spelling etc.

Respondent 78
In teaching ordinary level poetry, most students in my class could identify literary devices but could not bring out their effectiveness. . Effectiveness to them was very difficult. I tried all I could to help them but to no avail. I then remembered what my own teacher did in my class and his method worked for me as an individual and the class in general. I decided to select my five best students in literature in class. I gave them private lectures on how to bring out effectiveness of devices. After I was satisfied that these five have mastered the concept, I organized five groups in class where each of them became a leader. I gave assignment to these groups and asked the leaders to teach the other mates. In class during their presentation, the group leader did not participate only the group members did. In doing this over and over again I discovered that 80% of my students could do this individually. In all, according to my experience, the teaching of bringing out effectiveness of literary devices was successful. It was a success because, I encourage groups work and sacrifice my extra time to teach the five fast learners who in turn pass the knowledge in their own local way to their friends.

Respondent 79
I taught a very successful lesson on describing a process of a favourite dish using the necessary connectives. I introduced the lesson with real items. A dirty shoe, a brush, a piece of cloth and a polish. The students identified these items and told me their uses. The used the connective and wrote them on the chalk board. I then went ahead to  tell them that they had just describe the process of polishing a pair of shoes and later on asked them to describe the process of preparing their favourite dish using suitable connectives to link sentences and paragraphs. The lesson was very successful because I used real items as teaching aids and also because the students were free and encouraged to describe what they like most.

Respondent 80
The most recent successful experience I had in my teaching was dividing my students into groups and each groups was to given a task. The text I treated was George Orwell’s animal farm. It was successful in that, I realized that more than 80% of the students got involved in the class and at the end of the text each students had something to say about the novel. What made it successful was that each student was graded depending on what he or she presented to the class. So everyone worked hard to earn his/her mark.

Respondent 81
In the course of teaching students in form five. I discovered that all the students were not able to identify different tenses and to navigate from one tense to another. We made them to be able to identify the tenses such that most of them could say from a passage that the tense used is this or that. They can rewrite passages in given tense. It was successful due to the fact that we took time to break them down and showed them how they are formed. By so doing they mapped out different ways in which they are formed.

Respondent 82
While doing a voluntary job under CAMELTA south west I had one of the most fulfilling experiences in XXX in April, 2013. In XXX, I met students who seemed to have no clear knowledge of the nature of exam they were going to write in May. Their main problems included: no trained teacher, lack of textbooks and contextual distractions like farming, hunting and marriage and child bearing especially for girls. However, they had the zeal to learn. They were also safe from the bad influence of pidgin. We worked together for five days (Monday 25/03/2013 to Friday 29/03/2013). We did two shifts a day (8:00- 11:00, 3:00-6:00). What made the experience so memorable was the zeal of the students to learn, their insistence to use only English even if poorly and the interest of female students (including married ones) to learn. The work we did included a general knowledge of the English language/ literature in English papers at the G.C.E. O/L. we also focused on directed writing essay writing and poetry for which they had a great phobia. I finally left them with photo copies of poems extracts from Shakespeare, four copies of animal farms and guides on how to approach the exam. In a discussion with their principal on the phone, I learned that 16 out of 36 passed English, and 17 students in all passed the G.C.E these are the best results the school has had in recent years. I succeeded because of the students’ zeal and their insistence to use English.

Respondent 83
A grammar lesson in form five on when and how to use the simple present tense. I divided the class into groups of six and assigned various task per group write what you do every morning before school, write about your favourite hobby, write two newspaper captions imperatives, and exclamations etc. each group works on its task and report. After a general discussion, students discover themselves when and how to use the simple present tense and could give other example. The reason for the success was because the students worked in groups and were engaged in a discovery.

Respondent 84
The performance of students from forms one to form five that I teach English language improved greatly this year. Since my school was created in 1999, such a performance has never been witnessed. The pass percentage during the ordinary level was very impressive. This percentage and improvement was realized because of constant assessments.  This helped the students a great deal because of constant corrections; the students were able to improve on their spelling as well as language power.

Respondent 85
The speaking aspect of the language. Before, none of the students could express themselves using simple sentences but now they can. The use of encouragement word like my son, my daughter referring to those who speak, sometimes a gift like a small pack of chin-chin which is a luxury to them

Respondent 86
An upgrade in the level of understanding per the learners, it was successful due to the introduction of expose the team work and lecture.

Respondent 87
My leave from the training school to a CES [French-medium secondary school] marked what I initially thought of as a complete misappropriation of intellectual resource. Given that my training had been in ESL, I imagined myself unfit to teach English to French speaking students. However, when I scanned through a pamphlet on past questions, I realized that some topics were more recurrent than others. These I treated with some emphasis and my typical francophone students who always said ‘monsieur c’est dieu qui done l’Anglais” [It’s God who gives people English] had a marvellous pass and I felt accomplished.

Respondent 88
The experience I had was when a very slow and shy student who could not participate in class suddenly became bold ad started participating in every lesson. What I did was use the praise and blame method. By showing praises on the very slow learners ad blame on the fast learners. I also do a little bit of counselling in class to awaken and boost the slow learners

Respondent 89
In my class many students cannot read so what I do is that I from groups. The groups read the same passage one after the other ad after that I ask individual students to read. This method is successful because at the end of the class, those especially who could not read are able to read.

Respondent 90
Pair work, pair competitions and interactive students to students, students to teacher.

Respondent 91
My recent successful experience was registered when I taught the subject- verb agreement in form five. The lesson went so well, the students as I saw really understood why the subject must relate to the verb in number that is singular= plural verb e.g. he sings and plural subject= singular verb eg they sing. This lesson was successful because I as the facilitator enabled the students to identify wrong agreement of subject –verb in sentence. Then I told them giving examples of the correctness of the subject verb agreement. They in turn gave other examples. The practice exercise came up smoothly with very few errors and at evaluating the student I was satisfied with what I met.
Respondent 92
A recent successful experience in my teaching came about as a result of my giving a reading comprehension passage with set questions to a group of students to present it the following day in class. The secretary of that group … did a marvellous job and I thought she even did better than what I could do. At the end of her presentation, the whole class applauded spontaneously and shouted “another madam [teacher’s name]”. When I asked her whether her mother is a teacher, she replied simply, “Madam, I was only trying to imitate you”. I was so happy from the respond I got from other students and so I was satisfied that I could evaluate myself through students. Another experience was exchanging my class with a colleague teaching the same stream (Form five) to teach directed writing and essay. The reaction of the students in both classes towards this exchange made us to understand that once in a while, it is necessary to do so because it brought the classes at a balance level. From experience, one person may be good at a particular aspect and another at the other aspects and it equally helped us (the teachers) to learn from each other.

Respondent 93
The recent successful experience I witnessed in my teaching was this year. When I heard of friends in and then school complaining about the teaching of English to the francophone students. She made me feel that teaching the senior classes in the francophone area is boring. But when I took up one of these classes, I found out that, involving them in activities such as dialogue and group work was rewarding.

Respondent 94
The lesson I was teaching was the vowel sounds and I based mainly on thee /q/. The lesson was successful in that I use drawings as well as demonstrations to help them grasp on what I want them to learn. For example, like /a/ as in apple. What made the lesson successful were the ways /manner in which I taught it, the demonstration spelling and drawing on the board.

Respondent 95
Students’ ability to understand that words can only have meaning in a particular context. Students’ responses to vocabulary items made it successful.

Respondent 96
I teach primary 1, these are beginners and the bulk of the work starts at this level. Once you joke the kids may lose so many fundamental things in this level. I taught them nouns and I felt it would take some days before they could understand but these children surprised me. I started by saying, they should tell me their names and parents’ names, names of any animal they know, names of any place they know, names of things. When they listed these things, I now wrote the following on the board names: person, animal, place, things. I made them to understand these four domains when I say person the call people names, animal they list them, place they say them, things they list them. There after I tell them, place they say the things they list them. There after I tell them a noun is a name of a person, animal, place or thing. So they can now tell you what a noun is and give you a little explanation as I mentioned above. It was not easy to capture them but god inspired me 

Respondent 97
No response
Respondent 98
The successful experience I had in my teaching was when I treated sounds and reading comprehension. It was successful because I made use of some teaching aids and that drew the attention of pupils and made their understanding. They picked up easily on the sounds and facilitated their reading. From there, I started using that method

Respondent 99
This is living testimony. A class one child. This child came from the village she could not pronounce nor identify the sounds of the letters of the alphabet. I started teaching her the sounds of the alphabet. When I discovered that she could pronounce and identify them. Then I started building up to letters words using the vowels sounds with the consonant. After which she could sing and write them correctly. It was a successful one because she can now read without any problem

Respondent 100
I was actually dwelling on vocabulary as regards the health or medical register. The interesting part of the exercise is the fact that the students ended up teaching themselves since I had to single out some young mothers in three class. Armed with the experience they had acquired during their pre and antenatal maternity visits. They virtually thrilled their classmate with very vivid descriptions of every medical terms or instrument they had become very conversant with. In fact, I also learnt a lot from these somewhat innocent looking girls yet very versed with what they had experienced. This experience really made me acknowledge the relevance and importance of participating involvement of students in most exercise I class.

Respondent 101
At the beginning of school year, I had some new case in my class that could not say the sounds of alphabet. So it was a problem. I discovered a method by writing the sound at the concern of board, where by every morning they say the sound before the start of the lesson and now they can say and write the sounds without any problem.

Respondent 102
My teaching was successful because teaching and learning took place. The children can identify object, read and write what they have been taught.

Respondent 103
The fact that I introduce the teaching of sound and words building in my class very morning has go a long way to improve on the pupils reading and spelling skills.

Respondent 104
My recent experience in teaching was that my pupils who came from class two could not read, only about two who could try. I prayed to God to give me the knowledge on starting the introduction. I noticed that even the letters of the alphabet were not recognized, so I embarked on the sounds and word building, without following the scheme of work strictly. To my greatest happiness more than ten pupils can read and write very well no while I still continue with the method.

Respondent 105
It all happened when one of my pupils was able to read and spell words. As a teacher if you teach and pupil performed well you are happy and have the zeal to do it more over and over.

Respondent 106
A recent successful story is about the level of pupil am placed on I am handling the class one this pupils are graded I three groups the best average and slow learners. To succeed I always have to put those bright once with the slow once as this motivate them. But if you allow only the slow once with that number it will be a failure. So this makes the class at the end to be a success.

Respondent 107
When I was teaching sound and word building I use objects that have the sound. Looking at the object the pupils came out with the sound we wanted to learn. Pupils also name other words and object that have the sound. It was successful in that pupils could pronounce word with the sound correctly. The use of teaching and made it successful.

Respondent 108
The recent successful experience was when I wanted to teach English language. it goes like this, when I started the lesson the pupils were not understanding me but I took out my teaching aid to help me and the pupils, the lesson was all about sounds and words building and at the end the lesson wet out successful.

Respondent 109
The recent successful experience in my teaching of English language is as follows: English language as we know is a very important and difficult subject to handle. In the primary sector because failure to handle it careful destroys the child for life. so what I have done to be successful is that the core of the subject is sound and word building I have decided to teach sound and word building two letter words to three letters word and drill child to spell word using the sounds of the letter and the name of the letter. With this approach I belief I have succeeded because pupils find it easy to follow.

Respondent 110
Recently I am handling class one and based on their level of understanding I have decided to mixed up both the fast learners and slow learners. I belief I have succeeded because the slow learners have picked up with the learning as they try to compete with the fast learners.

Respondent 111
A successful experience I have encountered in teaching English language is by involving all pupils in the process. I always make sure that no child is left out during learning to say or repeat what a friend has said. I use method like oral play and dramatized scene where appropriate making the lesson so successful at the end because pupils enjoy dramatizing a situation. They will laugh but at the end the objective is attained.

Respondent 112
The recently successful experience of my teaching is the approach I usually take when introducing some subject topics. I do revision each time before I start a new lesson making pupils always current of previous lessons I am also successful because pupils do have text books so when it comes to reading it becomes easy as a reader is placed in front of each child.

Respondent 113
My story is about my pupils I am teaching and how I recently experienced a success. You know as a teacher, when you teach a child and the child succeeds, you feel so proud so I taught these pupils sound and word. Building specifically the sound ‘a’ we built word, spell and pronounced. The pupils at the end were able to give other words with this sound

Respondent 114
Sound and word building is my first subject every day. Pupils greet using the letter and sounds of the letters. With this they will hardly forget, and then we do reading and spelling. I am happy because pupils can spell words very well.

Respondent 115
The recent successful experience I had in my teaching is that I was sent into a class that majority of the pupils cannot write, but few that could write had on exercise books, pencils and texts book. Imagine how one could cope with this situations but I tried to make it successful. What made it successful was that I tried to called their parents and teach them verbally. Thank God few parents understood me. This is because they could provide these pupils with the materials needed like exercise books pencils readers and at this point learning was successful.

Respondent 116
In my teaching situation, I faced the problem of inadequate school needs like lack of exercise books, lack of textbooks lack of pencils and lack of correct shoes.

I have tried to invite their parents and talk to them verbally. It was successful because they have scored some success in the domain of texts books improvement in the domain of exercise books and majority could have pencils to write in class.

Respondent 117
I decided to classify the class into groups. The bright ones, average ones and the slow ones. After teaching each lesson, while the very bright ones are doing extra work I will concentrates on the slow ones. When the slow ones improve he/she moves to the average group and to the bright group if he made some effort again.

Respondent 118
A successful teaching experience in teaching English is when the pupils internalize a method and use all the language skills required. They are put in a situation to always try to say something, write something or listening to something. Engage pupils in role play and dramatization etc. A successful experience also goes with available ad required learning materials, passages of language structure, previous pupils experience and the pupil’s background. A successful teaching experience in teaching English language goes with understanding certain variables that affect the learners.

Respondent 119
The most recent successful experience in teaching English is the hearing/speaking/listening skills. I put them in a situation where they will be able to try to say something, write something and listen something. Using the play way method to teach and dramatize

Respondent 120
At the beginning of last academic year I discovered that I had students, about five in numbers in form three who could not read or write. I asked them to buy writing books. I worked with them going as far as introducing two, three and four letters words. It entailed some sacrifices but I was happy because the exercise was successful and three of the five can now write sentences (simple0 and can construct paragraphs and are now in form four.

Respondent 121
I have realized that the classes are too large and for that reason many students have the tendencies of making noise and not paying attention on what the teacher is saying especially the reading of a literature text. For that reason I have come up with a system of making the students to read on their own in class and I do the explanation on what they could not understand. And for a greater success everybody wants to read I class and it has gone a long way to produce results.

Respondent 122
I met my lower sixth students on a Thursday morning to treat scene two of the trial of brother Jero. The class was asked to discuss what they noticed in the scene in their private study time. To my surprise a student stood up analyzed and acted the role played by Amope and the action was so entertaining that all the students felt the impact of the scene. I planned to act on that same incident during my presentation. Finally, my planned lesson was delivered with little contribution on my part. The students were so involved that I suggest that involving them inn all the activities sharing ideas, criticizes, and helps them master what is required of them. Again, the teacher learner relationship is well grounded due to the fact that the students are aware of how important their contributions are in the class. Also, when students are made to talk in class, their vocabulary, renunciation are improved when they learn/use new words and are asked to repeat wrongly pronounced words in the proper way.

Respondent 123
Being a rural area and my very first teaching experience, I have faced so many challenges but the most important success I have experience is to maintain silence in my class. When I started the class was always very noisy especially the form one, two and three where you find that students are very confused on what to do. I told them that anybody I will get speaking pidgin will get into trouble, I told them you can make all the noise but it should be in English language since they cannot speak the English very well, they have no choice than to keep quite. I want to say my classes now are very calm and the students follow the lesson. I now use this opportunity to teach them to speak good English.

Respondent 124
A recent successful experience I had was when I used a pen to demonstrate my topic/lesson. I removed the cork and asked the students if the pen would still write they accepted, later I removed the tail-end of the pen ad they discovered the pen was still useful. Thus, I placed a word on the board, took of the prefix and stuff of the word encouragement and the students realized that there was yet the root word- courage. What made it successful was that it took the student a very little time to understand the lesson due to the demonstration.

Respondent 125
No response

Respondent 126
When I was in E.N.S. [training college for secondary teachers] I read bilingual letters. When I went to the field, I was posted to teach French. Presently I am vice principal in a college, but since I was appointed to that school the candidates have never performed well in English language.  Last school year I decided to teach the subject to form four and five students in the school.  Recently when the G.C.E 2013 results were published, I discovered that I had up to thirty students who passed in English language. Up from eight in the 2012 session, to me this was a successful experience in my teaching life. Many students were successful and this was simply as a result of my dedication to work and the encouragement I gave to the students of that particular batch.

Respondent 127
The most recent successful experience is that I came up with an idea of grouping the students during classes in order to share ideas. This was very successful because even those slow learners could share in their own ideas by contributing in the exercise and also, most of them are having their text books.

Respondent 128
I noticed that students were excited after a lesson on composition because the subject matter was familiar. The lesson was on the topic my first day in the secondary school.  After teaching the students paragraphing I went further to use the skill in composition. I asked them to give their various experiences on their first day in the secondary school, which they happily did, while I listed them on the board. Then I asked them to identify which of the experiences were closely related. Next I asked them to write these closely related ideas into paragraphs from their composition. Some of them were able to do this assignment well while others could not. As a follow up, I did the correction with them on the board, marking sure that they gave the ideas, assisted by leading or guiding questions. Again, I asked them to do the exercise again in another topic. ‘How to describe my classroom’. The various descriptions they gave were listed on the board that they use in writing their composition at home. I did let them know that it will be considered a; part of their first sequence, so everyone did it, except two lazy ones who scribbled four lines. After correcting the papers I realized that many of them could score ten and above because the text material came from them. This made them very active. They were so excited that some said goodbye madam, and others said thank you madam. The next day one of them offer four pieces of chalk saying madam I bought some chalk for you. It is not that I lacked chalk but it was a sign of satisfaction on the part of the student. I did collect the chalk, and thanked her.

Respondent 129
Last month I taught letter writing and more specifically writing formal letter to the form five students of my school. This is a recent successful experience in my teaching. It was successful because at the end of the students could write a formal letter of application for admission to the amazement of the secretary in the school. The success was due to the fact that students were asked to write the letter orally before going to writing. This idea was guided by an adage which says ‘those who have nothing to say cannot write’ hence we adopted this adage and use some time to write a letter orally.

Respondent 130
The sue of pictures (spontaneous drawing) means of transportation generated lively discussion as important vocabulary e.g. pedestrian, railway station, airport, lock, commutes etc were learnt and students narrates story of about how they or their relation travelled and the means of transportation the used. 

Respondent 131
In one of the introductory classes, I introduced an activity I got from English teaching forum on vocabulary-building and spelling. This activity entails that students provide other words that can be derived from ‘cycle’ this was successful in that the students could use prefixes and suffixes and learnt many words they never knew. It also helped to relax the students and keep them alert. The fact that students participated actively in the exercise and could use other words in like manner made it successful.

Respondent 132
In the heart of the XXX division, where the students hardly spoke English language, their L1 being the mother tongue. I found the lack of other members of staff and consequent additional free hours, as an opportunity which I seized and constantly through the banning of the dialect in class, first students attempt answering to questions timidly amidst a lot of mockery from classmates. As time went by, the students proved both in writing and spoken English and with the use of intensive past question and answer schemes I evaluated in all ordinary level English language items. To round off a speculating performance followed and the general situation after that improved.

Respondent 133
My school registered a fantastic improvement in English language, as compared to the previous year’s performance, fairly good my movement to form five with the students I had begun the GCE syllabus with registered a ‘very good’ when the percentage (70) were compared with the previous ones. This I am very positive is due to the skills, methods and sequencing techniques I used on the students. By alternating all the elements rather than teaching an entire item before moving to another, say directed writing, before composition, I had the chance of contrasting between the forms and formats of writing. This forming the bulk of the score for the subject gave us a good pass.

Respondent 134
The general come together at G.H.S XXX in April, 20113. The presentation and teaching method acquired during this period added my experience. I adopted to the new skills acquired and the students I my area improved. This year, tremendously. The advice were didactic, amelioration is vice versa.

Respondent 135
Questions for the first sequence were revised on Monday and the test proper on Tuesday. The end was good results (form one) due to revising work near to the test.
Respondent 136
Last two weeks on a Thursday I had an exceptional success in teaching prepositions. I had a class of 30 students. Almost everybody participated and it was a success of 92%. I started with prompting questions: where are we now? Are you in the market? No madam we are in the classroom; then I stood near the door and asked again: where is the teacher? The teacher is … (they could not say near/next to the door. Then I moved to the board and asked the same question again: where is the teacher? They all answered in a chorus: the teacher is near the board. Then ordered them to ask their desk mates about the location of their classmates. Where is Vera? Vera is near/next to Bridget. I randomly appointed ten students for this speaking exercise. This activity took about 8 minutes. After that three students stood near my desk and I wrote three sentences on the board. Smith is on the right Chila is on the left and Ezine is between Smith and Chila. Ezine is in the middle. I asked two learners to read the sentences aloud I changed the positions of the two boys and the girl and asked two learners who read the sentences aloud to locate the new positions of their classmates. They successfully did it and this activity lasted nearly 25minutes. The learners listened to a conversation between peace and pride about the position of prides, ruler, pen his book and the location of their mother. They had the following questions to answer: how many speakers are there? Where is pride’s ruler? Where is their mother? This listening activity lasted about 20minute. Next I engaged the students in writing activity learners were asked to write a letter locating the different parts of their homes. The topic was: write a letter to your friend in Yaoundé and tell him/her about your house. Begin as it is shown: dear… thank you for your letter. Here are some answers to your questions in our house; there are (number)… rooms…

Respondent 137
The recent successful experience I had was in teaching composition. After having taught the different types of composition, I asked students to write about this topic. How to grow a crop in our area. The first thing I noticed was that the students could identify easily the type of essay and that makes it easier to tell the process. I equally realized that students can give the process of producing coco from the preparation of the nursery to when it is harvested. Probably because most of their parents are coco farmers and since they do take part in the processing till is required stage, it like students were asked to talk about what they do in their daily lives because they leave in it.

Respondent 138
I have realized that continuing with my students from one class to the other is a recent successful experience. Since I can call their names and equally, I know their problems they give all their attention to me and those I know have a problem, I pay particular attention.

Respondent 139
No Response

Respondent 140
Unlike in the past where I used to find difficulties in letting students excel in reading due to students lack of interest, especially with no or a few textbooks in class, I could now realize that a good number of them enjoy reading being able to answer set questions, summarize passages well and others. Actually such success was because I had to discover that reading can be done without a text book wherein I had to present the beginning of the story (story interesting ones) asked students to attempt completing the story, following given instructions e.g., complete the story portraying junior as a bad child; as a good child etc. they did drawing, wrote poems, build vocabulary surrounding the story etc. in the end, they succeeded in producing their own passage.

Respondent 141
The recent experience I got in the field of teaching English language that was a successful one was the sudden change of students from their poor reading and writing skills. This came about as the constant reading in class and the usual promising of marks to the most performing student’s and even awarding prices to them. This also occurred as the result of my constant insistent for students to buy their language text books.

Respondent 142
To have taught in the north region, considered to be highly under-scholarised and I was able to help my students to score 92% at the O’level English language in 2010. This was mainly due to my encouraging collaborative learning among students both in and out of class.
Respondent 143
Recently, I was teaching a lesson in class titled organization that gives aid in schools.  In the course of the lesson, a pupil called for my attention and said ‘sir, I think aid is a name of a sickness killing millions of people, how comes it has become an organization giving aid to schools. Interesting was the question. So, I had to bring out the differences between the two words aid (help) and AIDS (disease). The lesson was successful because of his question else, may be so many pupils could have gone home without knowing the meaning of the word aid had it been I failed to tell them the meaning of the word and a  question  was not ask by any one of them.

Respondent 144
Students of form two used descriptive words to find their ways out of a difficult situation by asking questions to interlocutors. The most successful part was students’ expressive skills and the relaxed atmosphere created in class making them competent in the art of speaking.
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