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Luis Mario Garcia Sanchez

luismariotnt@gmail.com
BUAP

Luis Mario Garcia Sanchez is an undergraduate
student in the Bachelor's in English Language
Teaching (LEI) at the Benemérita Universidad
Auténoma de Puebla (BUAP). His research
interests include sociolinguistics, linguistic human
rights, and identity construction. He is currently
developing his thesis on linguistic discrimination
among indigenous language speakers. He
participated as a speaker at the XVI Coloquio
Internacional de Investigacion en Lenguas
Extranjeras (CIILE), presenting “Situacion
Linguistica de la Facultad de Lenguas, BUAP:
Hacia una Politica Lingiiistica Integral,” in
collaboration with Dr. Yonatan Puon and Mtra.
Gicela Cuatlapantzi. Additionally, he participates in
the “Inglés Incluyente” program as part of his
social service and professional practices,
promoting linguistic equity and inclusion within
the academic community.

Linguistic discrimination remains a subtle yet persistent barrier in Mexican
higher education, often ignored by the normalization of "standard"
language ideologies. This research aims to unveil the linguistic
discrimination experiences suffered by indigenous language speakers at
the Facultad de Lenguas-BUAP. Adopting a qualitative case study design
through narrative research, the study explores the participants’ lived
experiences to understand the impact of institutional and peer interactions
on their identity. Data collection includes narrative interviews and
autobiographical self-observation, while thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke,
2006) is used to identify average patterns of exclusion and social
marginalization. Preliminary observations suggest that these students
face systemic barriers and micro-aggressions based on their accents or
non-standard speech patterns. By making these "hidden" biases visible,
this study advocates for the development of "linguistic sensibility" and
institutional policies that protect linguistic human rights, fostering a more
equitable and inclusive environment within the academic community.

Celeste Maria Camacho Espinoza

a222207112@unison.mx
USON

A seventh-semester student in the Bachelor’s
Degree in English Language Teaching and
coordinator of two English conversation clubs at
the Self-Access Center of the Department of
Foreign Languages at the University of Sonora.
Her current academic interests focus on self-
directed learning and the development of oral
competence among university and non-university
students at UNISON. Her research interests
include the identity development of future English
teachers and inclusive education. Throughout her
studies, she has shown strong interest in courses
such as Culture and Language | and Il, Applied
Sociology in English Language Teaching, and
Introduction to English for Specific Purposes. She
has also actively collaborated in organizing
academic conferences and cultural events.

This ongoing study explores the influence of sociocultural factors on the
construction of teacher identity among LGBTQ+ pre-service English
Language Teaching (ELT) students. Drawing on frameworks such as
teacher identity, beliefs, and sociocultural theory, the research is grounded
in the premise that teaching identity is shaped through processes of social
interaction, cultural mediation, and institutional positioning. While prior
studies have examined teacher identity in diverse contexts (Bower-Phipps,
2020, Russell, 2021, Siegel, 2025), limited research has addressed the
experiences of LGBTQ+ teachers in training within the Northern Mexican
context. The study aims to (1) identify the sociocultural factors that
LGBTQ+ students believe are shaping their identity as future English
teachers, and (2) to explore the challenges and strengths they encounter
during this process. Conducted at a public university in Mexico, this
qualitative case study will collect data through semi-structured interviews
and focus group discussions with self-identified LGBTQ+ pre-service
students enrolled in an ELT teacher education program. The study seeks to
contribute both practically and methodologically: by amplifying LGBTQ+
voices in teacher education and proposing strategies for more inclusive,
diversity-oriented programs, and by serving as a reference point for future
investigations of the same nature.




Dennis de Jesus Velazquez Ovando

dennis.velazquez@unach.mx
UNACH

Artificial Intelligence as a Tool for Inclusive
Language Learning: Case Studies with Blind
and Low Vision Students in Chiapas, Mexico

Dennis Velazquez is a researcher in training
specializing in inclusive education and technology-
enhanced language learning. In 2023, he
participated in an Erasmus exchange in Bratislava,
Slovakia, where he taught English at a school
serving students with diverse abilities. He is
currently conducting participatory action research
with blind and low vision learners in Chiapas,
Mexico, exploring ethical applications of artificial
intelligence to create accessible learning
environments. His work includes qualitative
instrument design, narrative analysis, and bilingual
academic communication.

This qualitative action research explores inclusive English education for
blind and low vision students in Chiapas, Mexico. Through two case
studies, it examines how artificial intelligence (Al) supports learners with
visual impairments in developing linguistic skills, particularly listening and
speaking. Methodological triangulation included surveys, semi-structured
interviews, a researcher’s journal, and a student focus group. The study
identifies persistent barriers such as inaccessible materials, scarce
classroom adaptations, and overreliance on peer support. It documents
the integration of Al tools like screen readers, voice assistants, and
conversational platforms (e.g., NotebookLM, Sesame IA, and ChatGPT) to
enhance autonomy, motivation, and access to English learning. Findings
highlight the design of an Al-mediated didactic intervention tailored to
learners’ needs. Preliminary results highlights that Al fosters inclusion by
enabling natural interaction, constant support, and adaptive feedback.
Students perceive Al as valuable for improving pronunciation,
comprehension, and confidence. This research aligns with conference
themes of inclusion, digital literacy, and pedagogical innovation. It
provides practical insights for educators, developers, and policymakers
aiming to bridge accessibility gaps in language education through ethical
and responsive uses of Al.

Cinthia Valeria Hernandez Gamero

cinthiav.hg22@aefcm.nuevaescuela.mx
Escuela Normal Superior de México

Cinthia Valeria Hernandez Gamero is a student at
the Escuela Normal Superior de México (ENSM),
currently in the seventh semester of the Bachelor’s
Degree in English Language Teaching and
Learning. She is a pre-service teacher at the
secondary level and is working on her graduation
thesis. She has three years of teaching practice
experience in secondary education. Throughout
her academic journey, she has designed strategies
to enhance English language teaching through
digital resources and artistic and cultural
expressions. Additionally, she is preparing for the
Oxford B2 certification to continue advancing her
professional and academic development.

This research explores the implementation of multidisciplinary projects
through the Articulating Axis of Arts and Aesthetic Experiences to enhance
English language learning in Mexican secondary education. The study
emerged from the observation that many students struggle to express
themselves orally and in writing in English and often view the subject as
limited to grammar and memorization, which reduces motivation and
participation. Diagnostic results revealed that most students enjoy artistic
activities such as music, drawing, acting, and creative writing, recognizing
that the arts can make English learning more enjoyable and meaningful.
Grounded in the principles of the Nueva Escuela Mexicana (NEM), the
research combines art-based education and Project-Based Learning (PBL)
methodologies to promote linguistic, aesthetic, and socioemotional
development. Using a mixed-method approach, including a Likert-scale
questionnaires and narrative reflections, the study examines students’
attitudes toward integrating arts in English learning. The ongoing project,
“Social Media and Cultural Manifestations,” allows students to apply
English meaningfully by creating collaborative products that promote
responsible social media use to share culture. Preliminary findings
suggest that integrating the arts fosters creativity, confidence, and
motivation, transforming English classes into spaces for expression and
cultural awareness.




Mariana Teco Leon and Claudia Ruiz Ortiz

mariana.teco68@unach.mx
UNACH

We are Claudia Ruiz Ortiz and Mariana Teco Leén,
undergraduate students at the Autonomous
University of Chiapas (UNACH), located in
Chiapas, Mexico. We are currently pursuing a
Bachelor’s Degree in English Language Teaching.
Our study is supervised by Dr. Maria de Lourdes
Gutiérrez Aceves, a distinguished researcher and
professor at UNACH, whose academic guidance
and expertise have been essential to the progress
of our work.

This case study explores the English language teaching and learning
experiences of neurodivergent university students on the autism spectrum,
specifically within the Bachelor's Degree in English Language Teaching at
the Universidad Auténoma de Chiapas (UNACH). The main objective is to
analyse both the experiences of students aged 20 to 23 and instructors'
preparedness in the context of inclusive education, aiming to identify
challenges that arise during the learning process and assess the training
educators receive to address them. The methodology included interviews
with two students on the autism spectrum, two instructors who have
worked with them, retrospective learning journals by the students, and a
research journal kept throughout the project. The findings reveal a lack of
formal training and institutional support programs for teachers working
with autistic students. However, educators demonstrated individual
initiative by seeking external resources to improve their teaching practices.
The students reported specific difficulties with grammar and
memorization tasks and mentioned choosing not to disclose their
diagnosis to avoid stigma. The study concludes that there is a pressing
need to raise awareness about autism in educational settings and to
promote empathy, patience, and ongoing teacher training to foster truly
inclusive education.

Laura Ivana Vargas Vazquez

va476418@uaeh.edu.mx
UAEH

My name is Laura lvana Vargas Vazquez, I'm
currently studying the seven semester of English
Language Teaching Bachelor at the Autonomous
University of Hidalgo State. | am highly interested
in the topic of the use of artificial intelligence for
improving English skills, especially for writing
skills.

Artificial intelligence (Al) tools have become increasingly popular in
language learning, especially for enhancing writing skills. Despite their
growing availability, few studies have explored English Language Teaching
students’ perceptions and actual use of such tools for improving their own
writing performance. This research aims to explore students’ perceptions
and experiences regarding the use of Al for boosting their writing skills.
Four university students from the degree of English Language Teaching
from Universidad Autonoma del Estado de Hidalgo participated in semi-
structured interviews, and the collected data were analyzed thematically.
The findings showed that all participants perceived this tool as helpful
resources for improving vocabulary, grammar, accuracy and overall text
organization. However, students expressed concerns about becoming
reliant on these technologies. The study concludes that while Al can
significantly improve writing skills, fostering learner autonomy remains
essential for long term writing skills development.

Jimena Haydee Bautista Pehaloza

jimenah.bp22@aefcm.nuevaescuela.mx
Escuela Normal Superior de México

My name is Jimena Haydee Bautista Pefialoza and
| am a student at the Escuela Normal Superior de
México, pursuing a Bachelor's Degree in English
Language Teaching, and | am currently in my
seventh semester. | am completing my social
service at a secondary school where | aim to
implement the use of visual aids such as images
and graphic organizers. Furthermore, | strive to
relate the vocabulary learned to the students'
immediate environment to achieve better
comprehension and increased motivation when
acquiring the new language.

This report addresses the challenge of low interest and learning barriers
encountered by second-grade secondary students in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) at Escuela Secundaria General No. 207 "Estado de Israel."
The core problem is posited as an instructional over-reliance on the visual
learning style, which consequently limits comprehension and demotivates
students with diverse learning profiles (Coronel & Cevallos, 2024). The
proposed intervention seeks to mitigate these barriers by strategically
integrating compelling visual elements to enhance information retention,
capitalizing on the human preference for visual perception (Santana
Cuesta, 2009). The methodology is grounded in Task-Based Learning (TBL)
and Visual Organization Techniques, where visual aids and realia serve as
essential stimuli for both written and oral production, aligning with the
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"Teoria del método visual" (Quevedo et al., 2021). The objective is to foster
improved language comprehension and creative engagement, thereby
diversifying the learning environment to better accommodate all student
learning styles.

Yasmin Yareli Lopez Mendoza

10477412@uaeh.edu.mx
UAEH

| am a seventh-semester student majoring in
Teaching English as a Foreign Language from
Universidad Autonoma del Estado de Hidalgo. | am
currently doing my social service, supporting
academic activities related to English language
teaching. My research focuses on the challenges
of teaching speaking skills in rural mixed-ability
classes. | have worked with mixed-ability groups
before which led me to become interested in this
topic. Although | did not know how to address
their differences at that time, this experience
motivated me to explore effective strategies to
support all learners and improve their speaking
development in English classes.

Teaching English speaking skills in mixed-ability classrooms represents a
significant challenge for teachers, particularly in rural schools where some
resources and opportunities for practice may be limited. There has been a
growing concern over the challenges that emerge from teaching this type
of class calling for a study that identifies the principal matters and
suggests effective strategies to address them. The present study
employed a case study design and semi-structured interviews were
conducted with five English teachers working with mixed-ability classes in
a rural university at Ixmiquilpan. The collected data were analyzed by
means of thematic analysis, which showed that there are five key aspects
affecting speaking in this context: classroom diversity and learner
variation, emotional and motivational influences, instructional adaptation
and differentiation, assessment and feedback practices, and institutional
and materials limitations. These findings encourage teachers to enhance
their teaching capacity through special training and to design materials
that address diverse learners' needs so as to improve speaking in rural
mixed-ability classrooms.

America Alejandra Renteria Diaz

renteriadiazamerica@gmail.com
USON

America Alejandra Renteria Diaz is a 22-year-old
Mexican student from the Universidad de Sonora,
pursuing a Bachelor's Degree in English Language
Teaching.

This quasi-experiment investigates the effectiveness of game-based
activities for vocabulary acquisition in comparison with a traditional class
where vocabulary is learned through book activities. The study was
conducted with Mexican university students enrolled in level one of an
English as a foreign language classroom. The experimental group (N=23)
received three different game-based activities (Memory game, bingo, and
Kahoot) as a treatment for four weeks (two days by week). The control
group (N=21) was exposed to book activities. For measuring the
achievement of students, a pretest and posttest were applied to both
groups. The pretest was applied before the groups started studying the
unit which comprised the target vocabulary. The posttest was applied six
days after the groups finished the unit, and in the case of the experimental
group after they finished their treatment. The results show that students of
the experimental group (the ones that received the game-based activities
as treatment) had a higher achievement in their vocabulary acquisition in
comparison to the control group. The pre and posttest were analyzed with
SPSS statistics.




Karina Denisse Salas Bravo

sa400997 @uaeh.edu.mx
UAEH

My name is Karina Salas Bravo | am a student in
the Bachelor of Arts in English Language Teaching
(LELI) program at the Universidad Auténoma del
Estado de Hidalgo (UAEH). My academic interests
are focused on second language acquisition,
speaking skill development, and communicative
classroom interaction. | am currently conducting
the study “Factors Influencing EFL Students’
Participation in Speaking Activities in the
Classroom,” which explores internal and external
factors affecting students’ oral participation.
Adopting a constructivist worldview and a
qualitative case study design, the research
involves interviews and classroom observations
with LELI students and teachers. Through this
project, | aim to contribute to the improvement of
speaking opportunities and the promotion of
supportive and engaging environments for EFL
learners in Mexico.

Speaking proficiency is a key component of English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) learning, yet students often face limited opportunities to practice
oral communication in classroom settings. This study investigates the
factors that influence participation in speaking activities among fifth
semester students of the B.A. in English Language Teaching (LELI)
program at the Universidad Auténoma del Estado de Hidalgo. Framed
within a constructivist worldview and using a qualitative case study
design, the research draws on semi-structured interviews with students
and teachers, as well as classroom observations. The instruments
focused on internal factors such as confidence, motivation, and anxiety,
and external factors including teacher strategies, classroom atmosphere,
and peer support. Preliminary findings suggest that both psychological
and contextual elements significantly shape students’ willingness to
engage in oral practice. This study contributes to the limited research on
speaking opportunities in Mexican EFL classrooms and highlights
pedagogical strategies that may foster more inclusive and supportive
environments for oral participation.

Katya Rubi Palomares Ibarra

a222205873@unison.mx
USON

Katya Palomares is a B.A. student in English
Language Teaching at the University of Sonora,
currently completing her 7th semester. Her main
research focuses on teaching innovation,
specifically exploring methods to integrate
engaging content to significantly boost student
motivation. Katya's main interest lies in the
incorporation of various media—including movies,
TV shows, animation, and literature—into language
instruction. She is currently involved in the
development and implementation of a content-
focused course designed to enhance students’
productive skills (speaking and writing) in English
through strategic reading activities. Her work aims
to make language learning feel dynamic and
engaging.

This ongoing research study proposes the design and implementation of a
Content-Based Instruction (CBI) module to enhance reading
comprehension and productive skills, specifically speaking, among
advanced EFL students at the University of Sonora. While CBI has
demonstrated success in improving reading and critical thinking skills
(Khusniyah, Wadi, 2020 & Praveen, Keerthy, 2025), limited research has
explored how students view the impact of CBI on students' productive
language abilities. Addressing this gap, the present research shows how
integrating CBI through reading-focused activities influences learners’
perceptions of their speaking skills and overall engagement. Using a
mixed-method case study approach, data will be collected from 10 B1 level
university students through surveys, semi-structured interviews and
observations. The CBI module will feature theme-based reading content
about cultural and literary knowledge awareness from TV shows and
movie references to increase motivation and participation. Quantitative
data will be gathered via surveys measuring strategy use and perceived
improvements, while qualitative insights will be obtained through
interviews and thematic analysis. The study is expected to yield valuable
insights into student perceptions of CBI and its effectiveness in
developing speaking abilities through reading. Anticipated outcomes
include increased student learning engagement, and instructional
recommendations for integrating CBI modules into EFL curricula.




Sebastian Camacho Razo

a222209201@unison.mx
USON

Seventh-semester student of the Bachelor's Degree
in English Teaching at the University of Sonora and
participant in the English Counseling and Proactive
Learning program at CAALE. His academic interests
include academic writing, the development of
teaching materials, and the psychology of teaching.
In research, she focuses on teacher feedback on
writing and the academic writing process. During her
training she has shown special interest in subjects
such as educational psychology, applied linguistics
and error analysis, as well as participating in
congresses and cultural activities.

This ongoing study examines teachers’ beliefs and practices regarding
writing feedback in English language courses within the B.A. in English
Language Teaching (ELT) program at the University of Sonora (UNISON).
Conducted as part of a bachelor’s thesis, it draws on frameworks related
to writing feedback, teacher beliefs, and approaches to feedback. While
previous studies have focused mainly on writing or grammar courses
(Zhan, 2016; Kencana, 2020; Lira-Gonzales, 2021), limited research has
explored this topic in Mexican higher education. Using a qualitative case
study design, data will be collected through semi-structured interviews
with five non-native English-speaking teachers and analyzed thematically
to identify patterns in their conceptions, decisions, and contextual
challenges. Although results will not be generalizable, they may serve as a
reference for comparative analysis in similar contexts. The study aims to
describe how teachers conceptualize and implement writing feedback,
explore the institutional and instructional factors shaping their practices,
and identify challenges and opportunities for improvement. By linking
teachers’ beliefs and classroom actions, the research seeks to enhance
understanding of feedback as a pedagogical process that supports writing
development, to inform future training and policy initiatives in ELT
contexts, and serve as methodological background for future studies.

Sammantha Lucia Cruz Romero

a222217074@unison.mx
USON

Sammantha Cruz es estudiante de la Licenciatura
en Ensefianza del Inglés en la Universidad de
Sonora. Ha participado en la organizacion de
actividades culturales y colaborado en la brigada
multidisciplinaria del servicio social comunitario
en el “El Apache”. Cuenta con experiencia como
docente suplente a nivel secundaria. Sus dreas de
interés incluyen el andlisis sintactico de la lengua,
disefio de materiales y recursos didacticos, asi
como métodos alternativos de ensefianzay
aprendizaje. En el ambito de la investigacion, se
enfoca en el desarrollo de la lectura a través del
curriculo y en estrategias implementadas basadas
en las creencias del profesorado.

This study explores English teachers’ beliefs about reading practices in
content courses within the BA in English Language Teaching (BA in ELT)
program at the Universidad de Sonora. Drawing on the constructs of
teacher beliefs (Borg, 2015), Reading Across the Curriculum (Shanahan &
Shanahan, 2008), and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) reading models
(Grabe & Stoller, 2019), the research aims to examine how reading is
conceptualized, implemented, and justified beyond language-focused
instruction. A qualitative case study approach will be employed, using
semi-structured interviews with content-course instructors at a public
university in northwestern Mexico. Preliminary findings are expected to
reveal how teachers’ beliefs shape their decisions when integrating
reading into disciplinary learning, as well as the contextual challenges that
influence this process. The study also seeks to identify gaps between
teachers’ stated beliefs and their instructional practices. Ultimately, it
intends to contribute insights to enhance reading pedagogy, curriculum
design, and teacher preparation in higher education EFL contexts in
Mexico.

Michelle Cruz Rodriguez

a222211341@unison.mx
USON

Michelle Cruz Rodriguez is an undergraduate
student from the B.A in English Language
Teaching at the University of Sonora. She is
currently working on her research project about
Oral Corrective Feedback (OCF) in the EFL
classroom and the teachers” perceptions about
OCF. Her research interest include the use of OCF
in the language classroom, teachers” and students
perceptions about OCF, and peer feedback.

According to Mackey at al. (2016), corrective feedback involves the
teacher (or peer/interlocutor) responses to learner utterances that contain
errors” (p. 500). CF is an important element of language teaching, valued
by both researchers and educators (see Ellis, 2017). Oral Corrective
Feedback (OCF) has been widely studied in language classrooms (e.g
Kartchava, 2020; Li, 2010, Li & Vuono, 2019; Lyster & Saito, 2010).
Researchers have also explored teachers “attitudes and beliefs regarding
OCF (Bao, 2019; Junqueira,, & Kim (2013); Kartchava, 2020; Roothooft,
2014). This qualitative study examines the teachers' beliefs about the use




of OCF strategies in the language classroom and their actual practices. It
identifies the different OCF types that teachers use when teaching English
as a Foreign Language. The poster presentation will share findings from a
pilot study involving a semi-structured interview and an observation
instrument both of which will be used in the main study. The participants
are two EFL teachers at a university in Northern Mexico. This research
aims to provide deeper insight into the most common and least common
types of OCF produced in Mexican EFL classrooms.

Yanlin Lopez Oropeza

lop.oro@ensupeh.edu.mx
Normal Superior del Estado de Hidalgo

| am 21 years old. | was born and raised in
Actopan, Hidalgo. I'm studying to become an
English teacher at Escuela Normal Superior
Publica del Estado de Hidalgo. | believe that
education is the main way to change the world.

In a globalized world, English language learning requires not only linguistic
proficiency but also the development of sociocultural competence to
enable meaningful and respectful communication. This action research
study aims to analyze the effect of implementing the Communicative
Language Teaching (CLT) approach on the development of sociocultural
competence in a middle school EFL classroom. The research was
conducted with a second-grade group at a public technical secondary
school in Pachuca de Soto, Hidalgo, under the principles of the Nueva
Escuela Mexicana.

A mixed-methods approach was adopted, combining qualitative and
quantitative data. Data collection instruments included classroom
observations, a teacher interview, a student survey, and a sociocultural
competence self-assessment checklist. The study was structured in two
phases: Phase 1 focused on diagnosing students’ initial level of
sociocultural competence, while Phase 2 involved the implementation of
CLT-based activities, culminating in a Nutrition Fair as a communicative
and sociocultural project.

Findings from Phase 2 indicate increased student motivation,
participation, and confidence in using English for authentic
communication. Students demonstrated greater awareness of cultural
practices related to food, improved collaboration, and the initial
development of empathy and respectful interaction.

Yolanda Denisse Enciso Gomez

en476370@uaeh.edu.mx
UAEH

| am Yolanda Denisse Enciso Gémez, a student
who has recently completed the seventh semester
of the B.A. in English Language Teaching at the
Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities of the
Universidad Autdnoma del Estado de Hidalgo,
Mexico. My academic interests focus on
professional trajectories of uncertified EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) teachers within
the Mexican educational context. | am especially
interested in exploring the complexities,

This study aims to explore the challenges that uncertified EFL teachers
face while teaching English in Mexican schools, a topic that remains
largely understudied in the national context. The research was conducted
in Tulancingo, Hidalgo, through semi-structured interviews to three
uncertified EFL teachers that currently teach in private institutions, that
later were analyzed using a qualitative thematic analysis approach. The
findings revealed that teaching English is perceived as a context-
dependent challenge, largely affected by student motivation, classroom
organization, group size and learners’ diverse needs. Participants reported
difficulties related to classroom management, particularly when working
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challenges, and experiences these teachers
encounter throughout their teaching paths, as well
as how they navigate their professional
development in the absence of formal certification
and how they manage to deal with such
difficulties.

with large and diversified groups, as well as moments of self-doubt
caused by external questioning of their qualifications; additionally, they
have encountered specific language gaps. Despite these difficulties,
teachers rely strongly on personal experience, adaptability and self-
developed strategies to support student learning, placing significant
importance on personal qualities over professional degrees. Overall, the
study highlights the need for accessible, practical and context-sensitive
professional development opportunities for uncertified EFL teachers in
Mexico and recommends further research with larger samples to deepen
understanding of their realities.
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| started this research to obtain a Bachelor's
degree in Teaching and Learning English in
Secondary Education and work as an English as a
Foreign Language teacher with experience in
secondary educational contexts. | have taught in
regular classrooms and teacher training settings,
with a focus on communicative language teaching
and student-centered methodologies. My
academic interests include emotional intelligence
in education, student engagement, classroom
management, and effective teaching practices in
EFL contexts. | am currently developing a practice-
based research study that examines the impact of
teacher emotional intelligence on student
engagement in the secondary English classroom.
Through my work, | aim to promote emotionally
responsive teaching as a strategy to improve
learning environments.

Student engagement plays a crucial role in effective language learning,
particularly in secondary education contexts where motivation and
classroom dynamics significantly influence learning outcomes. In this
study, | explore the impact of teacher emotional intelligence (El) on
student engagement in the English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
classroom. Drawing on previous research that highlights the importance of
emotional awareness, emotional regulation, and interpersonal skills in
teaching, | examine how emotionally intelligent practices shape classroom
interaction and participation. | adopt a qualitative case study approach
conducted with a third-grade secondary school group with an A2 level of
English proficiency. Data are collected through classroom observations, a
teacher reflective journal, and a student questionnaire. The analysis
focuses on identifying patterns related to behavioral, emotional, and
cognitive engagement in relation to the teacher’s emotional intelligence.
Preliminary findings indicate that emotionally responsive teaching
practices contribute to increased student participation, a more positive
classroom climate, and higher levels of student motivation and
confidence. | conclude that developing teachers’ emotional intelligence
can be an effective strategy for enhancing student engagement and
improving English language learning environments.
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The fastest development of artificial intelligence (Al), gamified tools, and
digital platforms in English language teaching (ELT) has increased the
need for professional development (PD) that effectively prepares teachers
for digital literacy. This qualitative exploratory study investigates how PD
programs prepare English language teachers to integrate emerging digital
tools into their teaching practice. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews and open-ended questionnaires with four English
teachers working at a private language institution in Puebla, Mexico.
Through manual thematic analysis, it was obtained that PD opportunities
were uneven and often limited to technical platform use, offering little
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pedagogical guidance for meaningful digital integration. As a result,
teachers relied mostly on self-directed learning, creativity, and contextual
knowledge to apply digital tools in the classroom. In addition, persistent
contextual and pedagogical challenges limited the transfer of PD learning
into practice. The findings suggest that current PD programs provide only
foundational digital skills instead of developing advanced, reflective digital
competence. This study demonstrates the need for PD designs that
integrate pedagogical, ethical, and Al-focused training to better support
teachers in digitally evolving ELT contexts.
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Karla Denisse Garcia Barbosa is a graduate
student from Philosophy and Arts University in
Nevo Leon. Her bachelor’s degree is on Applied
Linguistics, and her minor is on Teaching English
as a Foreign Language. She works as an English
teacher in Centro de Idiomas y Certificacion de
Lenguas Extranjeras since August 2023. In that
institution she has had the pleasure of teaching
students from A1 to C1. At the moment, she is in
her third semester of her Masters’ Degree on
“Applied Linguistics in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language” in the same university. Her
action research will help teachers support their
students learning who share characteristics of a
person who has Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder.

ADHD in the EFL Classroom: What Teachers Can Do, examines how
teacher knowledge and inclusive practices influence the learning
experiences of university students who show characteristics of a person
with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) context. Drawing on Barkley's (2022) view of
ADHD. Research by Mulholland, Cumming, and Jung (2020) highlighting
how limited awareness in higher education can hinder engagement, while
Poznanski, Hart, and Cramer (2018) stress that teachers’ knowledge and
attitudes shape classroom inclusivity. Guided by Bandura’s (1977) Social
Learning Theory, the presentation also explores teachers as models whose
empathy and organization influence student behavior and motivation. In
addition, Burns and Bell (2011) emphasize reflection and emotional
understanding as foundations of inclusive teaching identity. Practical
strategies from Villiers and Barnard (2021)—such as differentiated
instruction, clear guidance, and visual scaffolding—illustrate how small
adjustments can support attention, participation, and confidence.
Ultimately, this presentation argues that informed and reflective teachers
are key to transforming EFL classrooms into inclusive, equitable, and
empowering spaces for learners with ADHD characteristics.
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Bachelor’s Degree in English Language Teaching
from the Universidad Auténoma de Chiapas. As
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research project “Songs as a Didactic Resource in
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Oral Communicative Skills in First-Grade Students
at E.S.T.I. 65." | am currently studying a Master’s
Degree in Language Didactics at the Universidad
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research “Vocabulary Learning in English through
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English teacher in the English for Young Learners
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This research emerged from my teaching experience in the EFYL program.
Over time, | have observed differences in students’ performance and
attitudes depending on the modality. Saturday students tend to limit their
English practice to class time, whereas weekday students maintain regular
exposure to the language. Therefore, it is necessary to explore strategies
that promote more consistent and meaningful practice outside the
classroom. The flipped classroom model offers a promising alternative, as
it transforms the teacher’s role from knowledge transmitter to facilitator,
encouraging student autonomy and engagement. Supported by
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), this approach
enables students to engage with materials before class, allowing in-person
sessions to focus on communicative skills and higher-order thinking. In
this study, Dr. Seuss stories are integrated into the flipped model due to
their rich linguistic and cultural value. Their rhymes and the topics make
them ideal for vocabulary development. By combining flipped learning with
Dr. Seuss stories, this proposal aims to enhance vocabulary learning,
motivation, and meaningful language use among teenagers in intensive
Saturday English courses.
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The present study explores how EFL teachers at a Mexican public
university perceive their preparedness to integrate Al into their practices. It
seeks to understand how educators experience the challenges of
technological change and how PD and continuous education shape their
sense of readiness and capacity for classroom innovation. Employing a
qualitative, exploratory, and interpretative design, the study examines the
relationship between PD opportunities, teachers’ self-perceived
preparedness, and their experiences of applying Al-driven approaches in
the classroom. Data were collected through semi-structured focus group
interviews and contextual questionnaires both informed by the TALIS 2018
framework, with in-service teachers from the Cursos de Extension
Universitaria (CEU) programs. Findings reveal the urgent need for context-
sensitive PD initiatives that bridge the gap between training and practice,
offering a foundation for designing future CEU programs aligned with Al-
mediated educational realities.
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This study addresses the influence of emotions on the learning process
within the context of a general secondary school located in the
Cuauhtémoc municipality of Mexico City. Based on observation and
assessment of a first-grade class, a tendency toward low motivation, low
participation, and a negative perception of the school experience was
identified. In this sense, it is recognized that emotions constitute an
important part of the educational process; as Méndez-Lopez (2022) points
out, negative emotions such as anxiety or frustration are common in the
classroom and have an effect on the way students experience their
learning. References from Bisquerra (2000) and Goleman (1995) also
support this view, as they consider emotional education to be an essential
component of students' well-being and self-regulation. This is consistent
with the humanistic and content-based approaches of the Nueva Escuela
Mexicana (New Mexican School) (SEP, 2022). Therefore within this
proposal lies the intention towards generating strategies that strengthen
the school climate, promote active participation, and foster more
meaningful and emotionally healthy learning. The results are expected to
contribute to the comprehensive development of students and the
strengthening of the role of teachers as agents of educational
transformation
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This study explores the beliefs of English teachers regarding the attitudes
and values that strengthen their cultural competence in the language
classroom. In a globalized and culturally diverse context, English teachers
are expected to act as advocates of inclusion, respect, and social justice.
Although cultural competence is widely discussed in theory, little is known
about how Mexican English teachers understand and apply it in practice.
Using a qualitative exploratory-descriptive approach, the study
investigates the beliefs of six English teachers from central Mexico
through face-to-face interviews. The research focuses on their previous
training, desired professional preparation, and the attitudes and values
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they demonstrate in their teaching practice. Data were analyzed using
thematic analysis, which led to the identification of two main categories:
teachers’ education on attitudes and values, and the attitudes and values
that strengthen their cultural competence. The findings reveal that most
participants received little or no formal training in attitudes and values
during their teacher education. However, teaching experience has helped
them develop core values such as respect, empathy, openness, and
fairness. Teachers emphasized the importance of trust, supportive
learning environments, and conflict management. The study concludes
that although teachers show an intuitive understanding of cultural
competence, there is a need for more explicit training within teacher
education programs to promote inclusive and equitable classrooms.




