Dear IATEFL Research SIG members,

Welcome to ELT Research Issue 41. My special thanks go to all contributors whose
work has shaped this issue, and to our editorial committee for their careful work in
bringing it together. This has been another productive year for ReSIG, marked by
sustained international collaboration and strong engagement with teacher research
and mentoring teacher research. Across diverse contexts, teacher educators have
continued to use teacher-led inquiry to understand classrooms more deeply,
respond to local challenges, and share insights with others. Mentoring teacher
research has, in particular, become consolidated as a vital means of making
teacher-led inquiry possible, sustainable, and shared, particularly in Global South
contexts.

This work is taking place in a present marked by fast paced change and heightened
uncertainty. Generative Al is reshaping how knowledge is produced, circulated, and
assessed, while wider social pressures including conflict, displacement, economic
instability, and deepening inequalities continue to affect education systems
worldwide. In such conditions, opportunities to stay connected, to share situated
knowledge, and to support one another professionally are not optional but
essential.

It is in this context that teacher research remains fundamental. By starting from
teachers’ and students’ own questions, interests, and priorities, teacher-led inquiry
offers a grounded way to respond to change without losing sight of what matters in
real classrooms. It also creates opportunities to interrogate everyday practice in
relation to wider ideological, political, economic, and institutional conditions,
supporting careful noticing, professional judgement and sustained reflection rather
than reactive or compliance-driven change. The activities outlined in this issue
reflect ReSIG’s commitment to fostering such spaces for inquiry, dialogue, and
collective sense-making across contexts.

The Festival of Research in ELT (2024-2025)

A central strand of ReSIG’s work over the past year was the IATEFL ReSIG Festival of
Research in ELT, a year-long series of events held between August 2024 and August
2025 and co-organised with IATEFL Special Interest Groups and partner institutions.
Centred on research in ELT and TESOL, the Festival brought together teachers,
mentors, and researchers to showcase innovative teacher-led and



student-teacher-led inquiry across a wide range of topics, including MA-level
research, materials design, inclusive practices, generative Al, and social justice in
young learner classrooms.

The Festival aimed to provide a highly interactive platform for sharing insights, best
practices, and teacher research experiences. It offered opportunities for teachers to
engage, learn, and collaborate, fostering a community of practice committed to
continuous professional development and innovation in English language teaching.

Learn more about the ReSIG Festival of Research in ELT

Highlights from 2025

Alongside the Festival, ReSIG supported and co-organised a wide range of
conferences, workshops, and forums that foregrounded teacher research as a
meaningful form of professional development. These included regional and
international conferences on teacher research in English language teacher
education, large-scale online gatherings such as the Teachers Research! Online
Conference, and targeted professional development initiatives focused on
mentoring and Exploratory Action Research.

Across these events, ReSIG continued to prioritise inclusive formats, teacher voice,
and collaboration across contexts. Activities ranged from Postgraduate Quickfire
research presentations and mentoring-focused events to joint conferences on
inclusive practices and social justice, and national teacher research conferences
supporting teachers, teacher researchers, and mentors of teacher researchers.
Together, these initiatives demonstrate the breadth of ReSIG’s engagement and its
commitment to supporting teacher research across different contexts and stages of
professional experience.

4th Sub-Saharan Africa Teacher Research Conference - Teacher research in English
language teacher education: What options?

The 4th Sub-Saharan Africa Teacher Research Conference was held on 11th January
2025, under the theme Teacher Research in English Language Teacher Education:
What Options? Organised by CAMELTA and IATEFL Research SIG, and supported by
MenTRnet, TransformELT, the event brought together teacher researchers from
across the region to explore the impact and practical applications of teacher-led
research in English language teaching.

Chaired by Dr Ernesto Vargas, IATEFL ReSIG Coordinator, the conference featured a
dynamic programme including a plenary talk by Prof Kate M. Reynolds (Central
Washington University) and a panel discussion featuring MenTRnet steering
committee members Ana Garcia Stone and Prof Ravinarayan Chakrakodi, who
shared global perspectives on teacher research.


https://resig.weebly.com/iatefl-resig-festival-of-research-in-elt-2024ndash25.html

The conference sessions showcased a variety of teacher-research presentations
which shared impactful research findings from their contexts. Topics included
motivating learners with impairments, cultivating a reading culture, addressing
students' lack of motivation, and implementing effective classroom management
strategies, among others.

This collaborative event successfully highlighted the role of teacher research in
solving classroom challenges, fostering professional growth, and improving English
language teaching practices in Global South contexts.

Learn more here

A Celebration of MenTRnet & the launch of two ReSIG publications!

On 18 January 2025, ReSIG and MenTRnet hosted a Festival event celebrating the
year’s work and launching two jointly edited publications. MenTRnet members
reflected on the network’s development and its role in supporting collaboration and
professional growth in teacher research. The event then launched Stories of
Mentoring Teacher-Research, with editors outlining the project and authors sharing
brief highlights from their chapters. It also introduced Teachers Research! Online
2024, a video based publication documenting the March conference, with co-chairs
and mentors reflecting on the contributions of teacher researchers and the role of
mentoring.

The recording of the session is available here.

Publication links:

e Stories of Mentoring Teacher-Research
o Teachers Research! Online 2024

RESIG Online Forum - Supervision and Mentoring Practices for TEFL Teacher
Educators: An Inclusive and Transformative Approach

On 1st March 2025, the RESIG hosted an online forum on 'Supervision and
Mentoring Practices for TEFL Teacher Educators: An Inclusive and Transformative
Approach'. The session was divided into two parts. The first part focused on the
principles of the mentoring approach, which emphasizes trust, cultural sensitivity,
and reflection to promote equity and inclusion in TEFL education. In the second
part, the presenters shared preliminary results from implementing this framework
in two public universities in Mexico, discussing both the successes and challenges of
its application. The session provided valuable insights into innovative mentoring
strategies for teacher development.

You can watch the recording of the session here


https://resig.weebly.com/resig-news.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTdez9sQlNM
https://bit.ly/stories-of-mentoring-TR
https://resig.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/3/6/26368747/teachers_research__online_2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWk6ttS6H0Q

IATEFL ReSIG Event: A global celebration of teacher-led inquiry, voice, and
transformation

The 11th edition of Teachers Research! Online 2025 took place on 29-30 March
2025, welcoming over 400 registered attendees for two days of dialogue, reflection,
and celebration of classroom-based inquiry. Co-organised by IATEFL ReSIG and
MenTRnet, the event featured 68 presentations from 105 teacher-researchers and
47 mentors across 15 countries, including India, Thailand, Uzbekistan, Argentina,
Turkey, Laos, China, Iran, Cameroon, Egypt, Japan, Kuwait, Syria, Vietnam, and
Nigeria, making it one of the largest teacher research conferences in the world.

Through plenary talks, poster presentations, and roundtable sessions, participants
explored the value of teacher research as both a tool for professional development
and a way of recognising local, practice-based knowledge. Sessions showcased a
wide range of contexts, themes, and methodologies, with a strong emphasis on
collaboration, inclusion, and critical reflection.

We thank all presenters, mentors, participants, and organisers for their
contributions to Teachers Research! Online 2025, helping to create another vibrant
and inspiring global gathering.

See the programme here

ReSIG at the IATEFL International Conference, Edinburgh

At the 58th IATEFL International Conference and Exhibition in Edinburgh, ReSIG
contributed through a joint Pre Conference Event and a ReSIG Showcase Day,
engaging teachers and researchers from multiple UK universities and international
contexts.

The joint Pre Conference Event, organised with the Global Issues SIG and the Young
Learners and Teenagers SIG, focused on researching social justice in young learner
classrooms. Plenary talks were delivered by Annamaria Pinter on involving children
as active participants in research, Erik Ekembe on whose voices are heard in applied
linguistics, and Judy Boyle on student-led action against human trafficking. The
event concluded with a panel and reflective discussion chaired by Harry Kuchah,
inviting participants to consider how teacher research can support more equitable
and ethically grounded practice.

The ReSIG Showcase Day featured research-informed talks by contributors from a
range of UK universities and professional settings. Presentations addressed
mentoring teacher research, learner engagement, pre service teacher education,
multilingual interaction, and the integration of Al into research and teaching. An
Open Forum provided space for members and delegates to connect with the ReSIG
committee and discuss current and future initiatives.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vMGZtmX27OnZ4ZKs9o8mX2tUNS9c2oDz/view?usp=sharing

Learn more about the PCE Event and Showcase Day here and Other Teacher
Research highlights at IATEFL 2025

IATEFL ReSIG and MenTRnet Mentoring Teacher-Research Workshop Series

From 19 April to 24 May 2025, IATEFL Research SIG and MenTRnet hosted the
Mentoring Teacher-Research Workshop Series, a free five-week online programme.
Led by Seden Eraldemir Tuyan with support from Ravi Chakrakodi, Ana Garcia
Stone, Mariana Serra, and Richard Smith, the workshops created a collaborative
space for developing mentoring skills, sharing experiences, and strengthening a
global community of teacher-research mentors.

Participants included both experienced mentors and newcomers, many of whom
valued the series for its practical insights and international networking
opportunities.

More information: MenTRnet Workshop series

Stories of Mentoring Teacher-Research 2025

In July 2025, IATEFL Research SIG and MenTRnet hosted the fourth Stories of
Mentoring Teacher-Research event, bringing together mentors from Germany, the
United States, Canada, Laos, India, Uzbekistan, Cameroon, Nigeria, Thailand, Kenya,
China, Turkey, Argentina, and Mexico who had presented their research at the

29-30 March Teachers Research! Online 2025 conference.

Drawing inspiration from the recently published book Stories of Mentoring
Teacher-Research, presenters were encouraged to tell a story rather than make a
presentation, considering:

1. Who main participants were

Where the mentoring story happened
When the mentoring story happened
What the main issue that came up was

How the main issue was addressed
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How the mentors felt in the story, and what they have learnt from the
experience overall

It is hoped that the event will serve as a stepping-stone towards publication of
further teacher-research mentoring stories, with a view to encouraging mentors to
share their personal practical knowledge, and to help and/or inspire other mentors
via concrete examples


https://resig.weebly.com/iatefl-conference-edinburgh-2025.html
https://resig.weebly.com/resig-news.html
https://resig.weebly.com/resig-news.html
https://mentrnet.net/workshops/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNEsMFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5cERLcW1BZ3hLdUFWWnpwAR6zqHtXpjb6Uq01Ulc_LvzmQ0J7ju5lPcbiWfBoiz4oR1VtV7rWdGYtbJ14uw_aem_Td8u1T3_I32OA3i9796r0w
https://mentrnet.net/teachers-research-online-2025-conference-festival-event/
https://resig.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/3/6/26368747/stories_of_mentoring_teacher-research.pdf
https://resig.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/3/6/26368747/stories_of_mentoring_teacher-research.pdf

Link to the program here.

MA ELT/TESOL Quickfire Presentation Event 2025

The MA ELT/TESOL Quickfire Presentation Event 2025 took place on 14 August
2025, hosted by Warwick Applied Linguistics in collaboration with IATEFL Research
SIG (ReSIG).

Co-chaired by Tilly Harrison (University of Warwick) and Ernesto Vargas-Gil (Queen
Mary University of London), and supported by ReSIG committee members across
the UK, Europe, Africa, and Asia, the event brought together postgraduate students
from leading UK higher education institutions to share emerging insights from their
dissertation research.

Using the dynamic quickfire format - 5 minutes, 15 auto-advancing slides, followed
by 5 minutes of discussion - presenters engaged the audience with research on
topics including critical thinking in teacher education, citation practices,
translanguaging in EMI, chatbot-mediated speaking tasks, identity and motivation,
and leadership in ELT.

The day concluded with an inspiring invited talk by Dr Saima Sherazi (Queen Mary
University of London), who reflected on the journey from MA study to an academic
career.

The event once again showcased the diversity and depth of MA research in ELT,
while providing participants with valuable opportunities for feedback, networking,
and professional growth.

Learn more here

Teacher-Research for Professional Development Workshop Series

From 29 September to 31 October 2025, MenTRnet, supported by IATEFL ReSIG, ran
the second free Teacher Research for Professional Development workshop series. It
supported teachers and student teachers of English and other subjects who wanted
to explore questions from their own classrooms.

Led by Ruben Mazzei and Mariana Serra, the series introduced Exploratory Action
Research as a practical and reflective approach to classroom inquiry. The sessions
connected key ideas from the featured book with participants’ own teaching
contexts, helping them identify a focus, frame questions, and plan small scale
investigations.

The programme combined weekly live online meetings, with recordings available,


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ApgUv9V0nA4DPXFJVAaHhFZZHDi7kVYL/view
https://resig.weebly.com/resig-news.html

with online resources and ongoing mentoring and peer support. This format
enabled participation across time zones and created a collaborative learning space
where teachers could share emerging insights and next steps.

Participants were also invited to join the Teacher Research for Professional
Development and Teachers Research Facebook groups for updates, discussion, and
continued resource sharing beyond the live sessions.

IP&SEN SIG & ReSIG Joint Online Conference 2025: Mind the Research Gap (2nd
edition)

The IATEFL IP&SEN SIG and ReSIG Joint Online Conference, Mind the Research Gap:
Teacher-Led Inquiry into Inclusive Practices (2nd edition), took place online on
Saturday 15 November 2025, bringing together educators and researchers for a full
day of sharing and discussion.

Across talks and interactive poster sessions, presenters explored teacher led inquiry
into inclusive practice, including:

1. Inclusive education and differentiated instruction
Cultural responsiveness and multilingual classrooms
Support for learners with disabilities and SEN
Language and literacy development
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5. Social and emotional learning

6. Technology, assessment, and evaluation
7

Teacher collaboration and professional development

You can view the full conference programme on the IATEFL website. The event
recording is now available on the IATEFL website in the resources section.

3rd National Conference on English Language Educational Research — MEXICO
2025

IATEFL ReSIG supported the organisation of the 3rd National Conference on English
Language Educational Research - Mexico 2025, held online on Friday 23 January
2026. The event brought together undergraduate and postgraduate teacher
researchers from public universities across Mexico to share classroom-based
research on English language teaching and learning.

The conference opened with a plenary talk by Paul Davis, and then moved into
themed parallel sessions showcasing undergraduate and graduate research on
language teaching and learning, inclusion and diversity, professional development,



technology and Al in ELT, emotions and identity, cultural competence, and
sociolinguistics, with projects ranging from writing feedback and speaking
participation to linguistic discrimination, neurodiversity, ADHD, flipped learning,
teacher emotional intelligence, and Al for inclusive learning.

The presentations highlighted the value of teacher research in addressing real
classroom challenges in Mexico, particularly in relation to inclusion, innovation, and
context sensitive professional development. The event concluded with a round up
on key themes from the day and the continuing importance of supporting
teacher-led research in English language education across Mexico.

Link to the Programme

Looking ahead to Brighton 2026

In 2026, ReSIG marks 35 years of championing teacher research and teacher
generated knowledge. Our anniversary Pre Conference Event, ‘Celebrating teacher
research across contexts: 35 years of teacher led inquiry and impact’, will take place
on 20 April 2026 at the Brighton Centre.

The day will bring together teachers, mentors, researchers and project leaders who
understand classrooms as sites of inquiry, knowledge creation and professional
agency. The programme includes plenary talks by Professor Rama Mathew and
Professor Richard Smith, a participatory workshop led by Dr Jason Anderson on
how teachers can define and shape their own research practices, a global poster
gallery showecasing teacher research and mentoring initiatives, and a panel
discussion with experienced teacher research mentors.

We warmly invite members to join us in Brighton to celebrate this shared history
and to continue shaping the future of teacher led inquiry across contexts.

More information and to book for in-person participation

Together, these initiatives reflect the breadth of ReSIG’s work over the past year
and its sustained commitment to supporting teacher research through mentoring,
collaboration, and shared spaces for dialogue. As ReSIG approaches its 35th
anniversary, they also underline the continuing importance of collective,
teacher-led inquiry in supporting future directions in ELT across contexts.

Best wishes
Dr Ernesto Vargas Gil
Coordinator, IATEFL Research SIG


https://resig.weebly.com/uploads/2/6/3/6/26368747/programme_third_national_educational_conference_in_teaching_english.pdf
https://www.iatefl.org/event-details/#/?id=781

Dr Ernesto Vargas Gil is a Lecturer in Academic and Professional
Communication at Queen Mary University of London, UK. He is
also an Academic Visiting Teaching Lecturer at Imperial College
London. His main areas of research interest include language
teacher education, language teacher research, and epistemologies

in/for the Global South.

Dr Ernesto Vargas Gil
Coordinator IATEFL Research SIG

e.vargasgil@gmul.ac.uk
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