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A note from the 
coordinators 
As joint co-ordinators of the IATEFL Research SIG, we 
are delighted to see this new issue of ELT Research 
(Volume 34). We are extremely grateful to the fantastic 
team of editors, Mark Wyatt, Emily Edwards, Dario 
Banegas, and Amol Padwad, who have come together 
for the first time as a team to work on this issue, which 
brings together reports of original research, reports of 
ReSIG events, book reviews and more.  
 
2018 has been a very busy year for the IATEFL 
Research SIG. We have organised and supported 
events, offered scholarships, published books, hosted 
webinars and online discussions, and developed new 
initiatives in ELT research. We say more about these 
activities below. 
 
Conferences 
On 9 April 2018, we held a Joint Pre-Conference Event 
with the Learner Autonomy SIG entitled ‘Learner 
Autonomy and Practitioner Research’ in Brighton, UK. 
Phil Benson’s keynote presentation was on ‘Spaces for 
Autonomy’ and Judith Hanks’ keynote presentation was 
entitled ‘The Nimbus of Research: Learners and 
Teachers as Autonomous Explorers of Practice’. Sixteen 
poster presenters discussed their learner autonomy and 
research experiences with delegates in a friendly and 
relaxed environment. We offered a scholarship to a 
Research SIG member and the winner was Ernesto 
Vargas Gil (who has written about the event for this 
issue of ELT Research).  
 
The Research SIG Showcase Day on 11 April 2018 
included seven presentations and an Open Forum. 
Nadia Sintotskaya’s presentation focused on students’ 
self-reflections as a diagnostic tool in ELT; Katherine 
Halet presented a compelling case study on Argentinian 
teacher educators’ emotions and pedagogy; Sian 
Etherington led a workshop entitled ‘Talking together 
about EFL research: issues, challenges and ways 
forward’; Daniel Xerri talked about supporting teacher-
researchers through the development of research 
literacy; Marina Bendtsen discussed exploring the use of 
action research projects in teacher education; Chris 
Farrell introduced a national research scheme for 
teaching; and Nicola Perry’s talk focused on research in 
language teaching: asking the right questions. The Open 
Forum welcomed questions from delegates who were 
curious about what we do and who were interested in 
learning more about our work. 
 
On 8−9 June 2018, the Research SIG held The Fourth 
Annual ‘Teachers Research!’ Conference 
at Bahçeşehir University in Istanbul, Turkey, which 
brought teacher-researchers together to share their 
ideas. We offered ReSIG members a scholarship to 

attend the conference and the winner was Mariana 
Serra, an Argentinian teacher and licentiate in English, 
who has also written a report of the event for this issue 
of ELT Research. For more details about this event, you 
can visit our website at http://resig.weebly.com/teachers-
research-istanbul-2018.html .  
 
On 13 August 2018, the ReSIG organised a Quick Fire 
Master’s Dissertation Presentation Event at the 
University of Warwick which brought MA students from 
several UK universities together to share their MA 
dissertation work. For more details you can visit our 
website at http://resig.weebly.com/the-ma-elt-quick-fire-
presentation-event-2018.html . 
 
On 6 and 7 December 2018, the ReSIG supported the 
3rd Annual Latin American Conference for Teacher-
Research in ELT and XIV PROFILE Symposium, at 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia, in Bogota. The event 
featured a series of poster presentations by teacher-
researchers speaking about their research experiences 
on a broad range of ELT topics. The Research SIG 
supported the event by providing a scholarship for a 
Latin American attendee. Patricia Carabelli, an English 
language teacher from Uruguay, was the scholarship 
winner; her presentation was on the role of first language 
influence on second language learning. 
 
Books 
In 2018, the ReSIG published two books which are 
available freely online:  
Empowering Teacher-Researchers, Empowering 
Learners, edited by Gary Barkhuizen, Anne Burns, 
Kenan Dikilitaş and Mark Wyatt; and  
ELT Research in Action: Bridging the Gap between 
Research and Classroom Practice, edited by Jessica 
Mackay, Marilisa Birello and Daniel Xerri. 
 
New initiatives 
In August 2018, the ReSIG launched a call to submit 
short accounts of teacher research experiences to 
be compiled in a publication. This promising project is 
being led by our outreach coordinators, Elena Oncevska 
Ager and Loreto Aliaga. They have already received 32 
accounts from teachers in several contexts around the 
world, and they are working on editing the compilation.  
 
Webinars 
In 2018, we hosted several webinars. On 24 January 
2018, Emily Edwards led a session on Getting started 
with action research. On 8 February 2018, Russell 
Stannard, Julia Huettner and Thom Kiddle led a webinar 
on Video in English language teacher education. 
Next was Judith Hanks’ webinar on Exploratory 
Practice: integrating research and pedagogy in 
English for Academic Purposes. Then, on 19 March 
2018, Steve Mann and Steve Walsh led a webinar on 
the topic of reflective practice entitled Reflective tools 
for teacher development. Finally, on 5 November 
2018, Emily Edwards talked about Action research: 
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collecting and analysing data, a record of which can 
be found on our website at: 
http://resig.weebly.com/action-research-collecting-and-
analysing.html . 
 
The new year starts with a webinar on Anxiety in ELT 
by Christina Gkonou. It is being held on 28 January 2019 
and the record of the webinar will be found on our 
website at http://resig.weebly.com/webinar-foreign-
language-learner-anxiety.html.   
 
Discussions 
In 2018, the ReSIG organised four online discussions, a 
record of each of which can also be found on our 
website. To join and follow ReSIG online discussions, 
you need to join the ReSIG's Yahoo!Group, which is 
open to members and non-members alike and is free of 
charge. For ideas about discussions, please get in touch 
with Chris Banister, the ReSIG’s online discussion 
moderator at chrisbanister@gmail.com.  
 
Our first online discussion of the year was on Language 
Teacher Motivation. This discussion, which took place 
on 2-16 January, was moderated by Mark Wyatt and 
Martin Lamb. Then, on 12-26 February 2018, the ReSIG 
hosted a discussion on Exploratory Practice in 
English for Academic Purposes, which was 
moderated by Bee Bond, Kenan Dikilitaş and Judith 
Hanks. On 14-22 June 2018, an online discussion on 
Teacher research was held to extend the dialogue from 
the Teachers Research 2018! event in Istanbul, and was 
moderated by Kenan Dikilitas, Rob Cooper and Chris 
Banister. The last online discussion of the year was held 
on 6-9 December 2018, and was about Narrative 
knowledging - what is it and how does it relate to 
your research? Gary Barkhuizen and Chris Banister 
moderated the discussion. For more details about all of 
these online discussions, you can visit our website at 
http://resig.weebly.com/online-discussions.html . 
 
Forthcoming 
Forthcoming events include: 
 
- An online discussion on Professional development 
and practitioner research, which will be hosted by 
Assia Slimani-Rolls and Richard Kiely, in February 2019;  
 
- A conference on Exploring Spontaneity in the 
English Language classroom: understanding and 
researching, which is jointly organised by the IATEFL 
Research SIG and the Creativity Group, and will take 
place on 30 March 2019 at the University of Oxford (for 
further details please check our website at 
http://resig.weebly.com/joint-event-exploring-
spontaneity-in-the-elt-classroom.html);  
 
- The ReSIG Pre-Conference Event 'Communicating 
and Learning from Research', which will be held on 
Monday 1 April 2019 in Liverpool, and will feature 
keynote speakers: Anne Burns and Richard Smith, 

David Nunan as discussant, and poster presentations by 
students, teachers, educators and academics involved in 
research. The scholarship winner for this event is Elis 
Constantinous, from Greece, who we would like to 
congratulate for this achievement. Further details of the 
event can be found on our website at 
http://resig.weebly.com/conference-resig-pre-
conference-event.html).  
 
- The ReSIG Showcase Day at the 53rd International 
IATEFL Conference, which will be held on Thursday 4th 
April 2019 in Liverpool and will feature talks on ELT 
research all through the day. These talks will include: 
Rob Cooper considering how to enhance the impact of 
written teacher-research on teacher-readers; Amos 
Paran discussing CPD through MOOCs; Bhim Lal 
Gautam reporting on teacher association research from 
Nepal; and Emily Edwards addressing the issue of 
English language teachers negotiating their identities 
while becoming action researchers. There will also be an 
Open Forum to discuss what the Research SIG does. 
We would like to welcome everyone to join us to get to 
know us, ask questions and make suggestions for 
further developments.  
 
- The ReSIG is once again supporting the ELTRIA 
conference: ELT Research in Action, “Bridging 
together two communities of practice”, which will be held 
on 26-27 April 2019 in Barcelona, Spain. You can visit 
our website for further details at 
http://resig.weebly.com/conference-elt-research-in-
action---universitat-de-barcelona.html. 
 
We would like to thank you all for your support and 
commitment to advancing understanding of ELT 
research with your involvement and participation, and 
hope that as many members as possible continue to 
take an active part in our events and initiatives in 2019. If 
you have any enquiries or suggestions, please email us 
at resig@iatefl.org.  
 
With best wishes for 2019, 
 
 
Ana Inés Salvi and Kenan Dikilitaş,  
 
ReSIG Joint Coordinators  
 
 

 

 


